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WILLIAM FELLOWES, Eſq; 
OF 

SuOTTESHAM in NoRFoOLX. 
I ; 
II was your erecting an Infirmary 
1 for the benefit of the poor, which 
ave me an opportunity of making 
: ſome of the following obſervations in 


Surgery; and when the opinion of 
my friends inclined me to make them 
publick, a ſenſe of my obligations to 
you called for this profeſſion of my 
- gratitude. 


ProvIDENCE, that wiſely orders 
all things, has bleſſed you with an 
ample fortune ; it is a bleſſing be- 
cauſe you employ it to the beſt pur- 
poles: the compaſſion you ſhew to 
the neceſſitous and miſerable, and 
the conſtant care you take to remove 


A 2 their 


Lie] 
their wants, and relieve their diſtreſ- 
ſes, make your name revered by more 


than thoſe who are daily objects of 
your bounty, and will ever be re- 
membered to your honor. 


Tnar benevolence which makes 
you the Guardian of the poor, makes 
you alſo an univerſal Friend and 
Benefactor: were I to indulge my 
own inclination, I ſhould enlarge 
upon your Character; but the pro- 
bability of offending you, and the 
certainty of not doing juſtice to the 
ſubject, reſtrain me. I am, 


O IR, 
Your moſt obliged 


humble ſervant, 
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ledge of Surgery has been much ad- 

: vanced by a general fpirit of emula- 
tion, which ſeems to have prevailed 
throughout moſt parts of Europe; it has 
been cultivated here, by men of great ap- 
> plication and abilities in the profeſſion, 
and the general benevolence of the public 
has cobperated with their private endea- 
vors: for, to the immortal honor of this 
7 Kingdom, in leſs than half that period 
of time, many Hoſpitals have been found- 
= ed, and are now well ſupported by vo- 
luntary contributions, which not only af- 
ford the beſt relief to the greateſt and 
2 moſt deplorable objects of charity, but 
have a direct tendency to promote and 
perfect the knowledge of this art, and 
make the benefit extend to all ranks of 


people. 


b 1 the laſt half century, the know- 
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Ir may be truly ſaid, that Surgery is 
arrived to ſuch a degree of perfection in 
Great Britain, as leaves no room for 
France any longer to boaſt of her ſuperi- 
ority; but though Anatomy and every 
branch of Surgery flouriſh, and are accu- 
rately taught, in London, by the moſt ce- 
lebrated men, that a journey to Paris is 
become unneceſſary to complete a Sur- 
geon's education, ſtill we muſt think the 
Pariſians happy in their late very excel- 
lent Inflitution, the Royal Academy of Sur- 
gery, chiefly owing to two great men 
Mareſchal and Peyronie. 


Tux recording of memorable facts has 
been looked upon as a laudable undertak- 
ing, in all ages and countries ; and though 
the fundamentals of Surgery are now ſo 
well known and eſtabliſhed, that little 
ſeems left to be done in that point; yet, 
making obſervations carefully and commu. 
nicating them faithfully, with the parti- 
cular treatment and event of the moſt re- 
markable caſes, will prove of great uſe, 
and be the ſureſt guide to our future prac- 
tice, in many inſtances: it is therefore to 
be n that every attentive practitioner 

would 
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PREFACE - wi 
would ſo ſhew his inclination of being 
uſeful to the community, in the plaineſt 


language, with that conciſeneſs and per- 


ſpicuity which is beſt adapted to the rela- 
tion of a matter of fact, and the candid 
will excuſe little errors. 


Tux following papers were digeſted in- 
to the order in which they now ſtand, 
during my confinement at Bath, and after 
adding a few ſketches more fully to illuſ- 
trate ſome of the caſes, I ſhewed them to 
my friends; their approbation determined 
the publication of them, giving me reaſon 
to hope, that what was originally intend- 
ed only for the information of thoſe un- 
der my own care, might prove of more ge- 
neral uſe: I heartily wiſh it may, for to 
reflect upon my having done any kind 
of ſervice to a profeſſion I highly re- 
gard, and in which I have ſpent the better 
part of my days, will afford me as great 
a pleaſure as I am capable of enjoying in 
my valetudinary ſtate. 


SHOTTESHAM, 
Dec. 24th, 1757. 
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As the Author could not attend the preſs, he 
begs the Reader to correct the following Er- 


rors, and thoſe in the pointing, as he ſhall 
meet with them. 


PIs 15. I. 20. dele 5, in conſiderations. p. 19. I. 13. 
for Aretæus ſay Bonetus, adding at the concluſion of that 
paragraph, the pathognomonic of which alſo appeared in tbe 
throat. p. 23.1. 26. dele when, adding, and whenever it 
mon happen. p. 34. |. 8. after before, add and. p. 38. J. 
2. for a put the. From p. 45 to 51. wherever * rom- 
man. fort. occurs, ſay Lapis infernalis. p. 46. 1. 4. after had, 
add long. p. 55.1. 11. after the, add lateral, and in I. 28. 
dele comma after pretty. p. 58. I. 22. for was, put ere. 
p. 89. I. 23. for are put 7s. 95. 1. 6. add diftin&ty after nor. 
p. 105. 1 13. add hung before unto. p. 131.1. 19. after 
wound add and. p. 142.1. 11. for up ſay upon. pe 143. I. 15. 


dele s in rYaVages. p. 152. L for ſhews write /oew. p. 181, 
I. 1. for foot ſay feet, , ew. 'P 
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A caſe of a fractured ſcull in an old 


man. 


March the 19th, 1749. 


FH. of T. a robuſt labouring man, 
aged ſixty one, received a blow 
9 upon his head, with the end of a 
| | | rafter ; he inſtantly fell down deprived of 

3 ſenſe and motion, and was carried home 

as a dead man, but diſcovered ſigns of life 

E 80 ſoon after: a violent Ecchymoſis appeared, 
9 without any breach of the ſkin; upon 

; B ſcalp- 


we. 
MY * 
23 
7 


2 CASES and REMARKS 


fcalping the ſame day, a very extenſive 
fracture was diſcovered, with a great com- 
minution and depreſſion of the ſuperior 
part of the right parietal bone: as ſoon as 
the hemorrhage was reſtrained, the trepan 7: 
was applied; it appeared neceſlary to make 
ſix perforations, in order to remove the 
fragments and depreſſed pieces of the 
Cranium then in view; after their removal 
we obſerved a ſeparation of the Dura Mater 
from the Cranium much beyond the per- 
forations, 1 


* * 2 wm Ms 
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AFTER the operation the patient was 
dreſſed as uſual in ſuch caſes; was let 
blood frequently and kept to a ſtrict regi- 
men, laxatives being occaſionally admi- 
niſtered. He recovered his ſenſes perfect- 
ly in about ten days; the wound had a 
kind aſpect, and the ſymptomatic fever 
abated, which gave us great hopes « of his 
recovery. 


G # 


As the digeſtion advanced we obſerved | 
a farther ſeparation of the Dura Mater 
from the Cranium, at the ſuperior and moſt 
concave part of the parietal bone, which 
continued as far as the inferior and de- 
I pending 
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pending point, where there was a lodg- 
ment of matter at every drefling : the diſ- 
charge ſeemed now more than a well-con- 
X ditioned wound of that apparent ſize ought 
L to produce, his pulfe became quicker, 
4 2 with great reſtleſsneſs, and foon after he 

fell into a Stupor, as at firſt, 


Z Trexsex threatening ſymptoms return- 
ing, and growing worſe every hour, we 
were reduced to a great difficulty to know 
he to act with the greateſt probability of 
3 relieving our patient, but upon obſerving 
Nas vrhere moſt matter proceeded from, at every 
let dreſſing, underneath the Cranium, at length 
ve reſolved to remove another portion of 
ml- tte ſcalp, beginning at the ſuperior part, 
deſcribing the ſegment of a circle towards 
the Occiput, and ſo coming round to the 
Ver 27 moft inferior part of the firſt incifion. 
This diſcovered to us at the moſt depend- 
4 ing part, a triangular ſharp- pointed frag- 
ment of the Cranium, ſtruck into, if not 
ved $ 1 quite through the Dura Mater, whence the 
aten matter had iſſued at every dreſſing for three 
noſt | b 1 we four days. 


de- . | B 2 UNDER 


4 CASES and REMARKS 


UNDER theſe circumſtances we thou ght 
it moſt adviſeable to remove the whole Sh 
of bone, from which the Dura Mater was 
detached, and this being impracticable with 
the head-ſaw, was effected by ſeven per- 
forations of the trepan, on the 1ſt of April, 
After this operation, he grew immediately 
better, and every bad ſymptom gradually 
vaniſhed, | | 


IN the beginning of July, he was in a 


condition to walk two mules to be dreſſed, . 


but it was more than a year before the 
cicatrice was perfected; and, even to this 
day, veficles now and then ariſe, break, 
diſcharge a little, and then heal with very 
little trouble. 


WurarT ſubſtitutes the loſs of the Ca- 
nium is not entirely oflified; in a young 
ſubject probably it would have acquired 
ſuch a degree of hardneſs as conſtitutes | 
bone. 


IN order to guard the brain againſt ex- 
ternal 1 inf uries, he wears a very thin iron 
plates 
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ployment ſeveral years, without any con- 
= ſiderable inconvenience, 

P ATE I. exhibits a view of this frac- 
15 | 
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UNDER theſe circumſtances we thought 


it moſt adviſeable to remove the whole = 


of bone, from which the Dura Mater was 
detached, and this being impracticable with 
the head-ſaw, was effected by ſeven per- 
forations of the trepan, on the 1ſt of April, 
After this operation, he grew immediately 
better, and every bad ſymptom gradually 
vaniſhed. | | 


Ix the beginning of July, he was in a 
condition to walk two miles to be dreſſed, 


but it was more than a year before the 
cicatrice was perfected; and, even to this 
day, veficles now and then ariſe, break, 
diſcharge a little, and then heal with 7 


little trouble. 


Wuar ſubſtitutes the loſs of the Cra- 
nium is not entirely oſſified; in a young 
ſubject probably it would have acquired 
ſuch a degree of hardneſs as conſtitutes 


bone. 


IN order to guard the brain againſt ex- 


ternal 1 in uries, he wears a very thin iron 
plate; 
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plate; and has followed his ordinary em- 


ployment ſeveral years, without any con- 
Prable inconvenience, 


a 


AR as, 


PLATE I. exhibits a view of this frac- 
ture. 
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FLATE I. 


A. A. A. The extent of the firſt opera- 
tion done March the 28th. 


| B. B. B. The extent of the ſecond ope- 
ration done April the iſt. 


C. The point of the triangular 
piece of bone, which was 
ſtruck into the Dura Mater, 
and diſcovered upon the ſe- 
cond operation. 
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An uncommon caſe of a fracture of 


the {cull 
June the 24th, 1749. 


R. J. E. of T. aged about thirty, 
1 came to my houſe when I hap- 
ened to be from home, and aſked a gen- 
an who lived with me, to dreſs a ſmall 
wound which he had received in the mid- 
of his forehead, without ſaying how 
happened; and a plaſter was accord- 
ingly OR. without examining the 
Found „ it appearing ſo very ſlight. 


# * WAS called to him three days after, 
d found him in a Stupor, attended with 

er threatening ſymptoms. Upon exa- 
hining the wound, which was indeed 
ery trifling in its external appearance, my 
Probe palled, without any reſiſtance, into 
he brain more than two inches, at the ex- 
tremity of which, I was ſenſible of ſome 

1d body, and took it to be a fragment 

the internal table of the ſcull, after 


fer, 


taving been informed that the accident hap- 
pened, by the breech-pin of a gun, when 


B 4 the 


3 CASES and REMARKS 


the barrel flew out of the ſtock upon diſ- 


charging it. 


I scALPED him, ſtopped the hæ- 


morrhage with the needle and ligature, and 
trepanned him immediately, making two 
perforations adjoining, not being able to 


extract the fragments of the bone, which 
were drove into the brain, through one: 
the diameter of the fracture of the exter- 
nal table was of no larger extent than the ': 


tail of the breech-pin; but one of the frag- 


ments of the internal table was almoſt as 
broad as a ſhilling, 


Tre Stupor, &c. went off ſoon after ; 
the operation, and he recovered his ſenſes 


perfectly: though ſome portion of the 


brain was diſcharged at every dreſſing, the + | 


ſymptoms continued ſo favorable until the 
eighteenth day, that I began to be flattered 


with hopes of his recovery, but the Su-. ; 
por, &c. returned, and he died the next 


day, 


I covLD not obtain leave to open the 
ſcull after the death of the patient, to exa- 


mine the brain, &c, 
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A fracture upon the Os Frontis. 


*% 


4 


Auguſt the 3d, 1754. 


HE wife of T. H. of H. aged about 
fifty, received this accident by a ſtone 


| thrown with great force; the wound though 


inconſiderable was immediately ſtitched, 


and the caſe in all reſpects treated contra- 


to the rules of ſurgery. 


4 I was called to her about a week af- 
Fer, and found an eryſipelatous tumor had 


ſeized her head, face and neck, to the 
| E degree I ever ſaw; thoſe parts were 


much ſwelled as in the moſt confluent 
d of ſmall-pox, the fever ran high, ſhe 
as delirious, breathed very ſhort, and in- 
4 Need I thought could not have lived until the 


"next day. I diſcovered a fracture with my 
probe, which eaſily paſſed a good way 


ound about upon the ſcull; I made a lon- 
itudinal inciſion, but did not venture to 
remove the ſcalp under theſe circumſtan- 
kes, to inform myſelf of the nature and 
eaten of the fracture. As yet no evacua- 
tions 


10 CASES and REMARKS 
tions had been made. Repeated bleeding, 
lenient purgatives, nitrous medicines, &c. 
gave her ſome relief in a few'days, beyond 
expectation; then I removed a ſufficient 
portion of the ſcalp, to bring the fracture 
in view, applied the trepan, and found 
much extravaſated blood upon the Dura 
Mater. It was a long time before ſhe ap- 
peared out of danger, and was recovered 
with the utmoſt difficulty. 5:49] 


In a ſingle perforation of the ſcull in trepanning, I 
have often found the plate of lead, deſcribed and 
ſtrongly recommended by Belloſte in his Hoſpital-Surgeon, 
of ſignal ſervice in keeping the Dara Mater ſuſſiciently 
depreſſed; by which the growth of fungous fleſh from 
thence, through the perforation, will be eafily prevent- 
ed, and the diſcharge of any kind of matter facilitated, 
that may happen to be lodged between the ſcull and that 
membrane : I never ſaw any inconvenience fram the uſe 
of it, but dreadful conſequences may juſfly be appre- 
hended from cutting off fungus, or deſtroying it with 
eſcharotics in theſe caſes. By a piece of card laid over 
the ears of the plate, raiſed a little above the faperficies 
of the ſcull, the preſſure may be regulated to u juſt de- 
ee with a compreſs and the common bandage; or 
| firips of common plaſter applied crucially over the 
wound, which are beſt without any other bandage far · 
ther than to contain the dreſſings. 
The firſt time that. I performed this ation, I 
found the {ame mconvenience, «Which I fuppoſe put 
Bellsfle upon inventing this plate, and uſed it ſeveral 
times without knowing it had been uſed by any ſurgeo 
before. In this operation 1 Fun uſed that kind 0 
trepan called the trephine, | 
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A caſe in which the trepan was ap- 
plied to the occipital bone, with 


ſucceſs. 


HE Reverend My. Baker of Hedenham, 
a very worthy Divine, in the fifty 


ninth year of his age, of a robuſt conſti- 


tution, by a fall from his horſe running 
away with him, July the 11th, 1757, re- 


© ceived one large and extenſive fiſſure, in a 


right line downwards, from near the ſupe- 


7 rior angle of the occipital bone, and ano- 


ther as ſmall as an hair, diverging at an 
acute angle about an inch from the top of 


the large one, on the left fide of it, ex- 


tending almoſt to the lambdoidal ſuture, 


Hz was taken up ſpeechleſs and ſenſe- 
leſs; the Stupor went off, in a great mea- 
ſure, upon ſcalping and plentiful bleed- 
ing; a fever ſoon followed attended with 
delirious ſymptoms at times, with an ap- 
pearance of the intellectual faculties being 
much impaired though not entirely de- 
ſtroyed. 

Fa Many 
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Many circumſtances concurred to de- 


lay the uſe of the trepan until the eleventh 


day after the accident, when it being un- 
nimouſly agreed upon in conſultation, by * 
Dr. Bennet of Norwich, Meſſrs. Cooper, 
Manning and Lewis, of Bungay in Suffolk, * 
Surgeons, with myſelf, and conſented to 
then, by the perſons nearly concerned, a 
fingle perforation of the bone was made, 
taking in a ſmall part of the capillary fif- 
ſure, without any ill accident attending the 
operation: we bore in mind this excellent 
maxim in ſurgery, Feftina lente, and exa- i 
mined the Sulcus frequently with a probe 
or quill, to obſerve when and where the 1 
ſaw had cut through, and when the piece 
was moveable, holding by one third or 
fourth of its circumference, we thought it 
moſt adviſeable to break it up with the E— 
levator; the Dura Mater then appeared 
highly inflamed, looking of a duſky red, 
much like a lump of coagulated blood. 
We afterwards, with ſmall gouges, carv- 
ing and engraving tools, enlarged the low- 
er part of the fiſſure, where we perceived 
an iſſuing of a fetid gleet like what was 
_ diſcharged through the perforation, from 
between the Dura Mater and the Cranium: 


bo * 
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apprehending they had a communication, 
we ſhould have looked upon it as juſtifiable 
practice to have made one or two perfo- 
rations more wath the trepan, towards that 
point, and ſhould have propoſed it had not 
the ſymptoms abated, 
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Z Hz had a variety of ſymptoms both 
before and after the operation, ſhewing 
that the nervous ſyſtem was greatly diſ- 
ordered, but we could not preciſely deter- 
mine what part of the Encephalon was moſt 
affected; before the operation he conſtant- 
ly complained of much pain upon the ſides 
and fore part of his head, which was ac- 
companied with a moſt intenſe degree of 
heat ſenſible to our touch; not evident- 
ly relieved by copious bleeding and the 
obſervance of an exact regimen. About 
ſix hours after the operation he gave ſignal 
proofs of the improvement of his reaſon, 
and the pain and heat of his head ſoon 
abated ; ſtill many threatening ſymptoms 
continued, and new ones aroſe, among the 
reſt, a Spaſmus cynicus on the left ſide, with 
a remarkable ſinking and dulneſs of the 
Bright eye at the ſame time, both which 
proved of ſhort duration. 

* AFTER 


TY 5 6 ot © To; W bt 


14 CASES and REMARKS 


Ar r ER lenient purgatives, cooling re- 
medies, ſoft diet and very plentiful bleed- 
ing, it was thought proper, on account of 
feveriſh ſymptoms which encreaſed perio. 
dically, and a black ſlough upon the Da- 
ra Mater, to give the Bark, joining Rhubarb 
with it to prevent coſtiveneſs. 3 


As our a fortnight after the operation, 
we began to concerve ſome hopes of his 
recovery; now, October the 6th, the wound 
is contracted into the compaſs of a fonti- 
nel, and kept open at the bottom as ſuch; 4 
his intellects are perfect, he is able to nale 3 I 
the air in his chariot, and his health 1 s 

daily improving. E 


Wr wanted circumſtantial and well. 
warranted precedents to enforce the ap. 
plication of the trepan, and ſatisfy all par- 
ties concerned, of the propriety and neceſ- 
ſity of it upon the occipital bone. It is 
to be wiſhed that writers of approved cha- 
racter, who have treated this ſubject, W | | 
farther conſidered a point of ſo much im- 
portance to ſurgery; for the Dura Ma- 
ter * be ſo injured, that though the 


Cere- 
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Cærebellum has received no immediate hurt, 
yet, without trepanning, the patient muſt 
mnevitably periſh: and this appearing to be 
me ſtate of the caſe before us, had the ha- 
ard of doing it been much greater, we 
W ſhould have thought ourſelves juſtified in 
the — 


: T HE objections which have been made 
WY againſt it are, the great difficulty of per- 
is forating the bone on account of its une- 
= qual thickneſs, the danger of wounding 
che Cerebellum, and of opening a Sinus. 
should the latter happen we have inſtan- 
ces, where it has not proved mortal; and 
Nupon a ſtrict examination of the bone, we 
believe, it will appear that few parts of it 
have ſuch an inequality, in the circular 
compaſs of the ſaw, as to be more than a 
ZW little thicker on one ſide than the other; 
from which conſiderations and the Cere- 
JF bellum and Sinuſes being well defended, by 
: Fo thick a membrane as the Dura Mater, 
ve are encouraged to hope that a cautious 
operator may ſucceed without injuring ei- 
ther; but he ſhould be well acquainted 
Mob with the ſtructure of the bone and the re- 
the ſpective ſituation of che ſubjacent parts, 
pro- 


ere- 
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proceeding with the utmoſt circumſpection I 
and prudence, where the practice may not 
yet be thought ſufficiently authorized. 


Since theſe ſheets were ſent to the preſs, I have received 3 F 
an account from Mr. Cooper, that the wound is healed, i 
and that Mr, Baker has recovered a good ſtate of health. 
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A Species of tumor called by the 
common people the Mumps. 


ARLY in the ſpring, after the hard 
winter in 1739, the ſevereſt in the 
memory of man, this diſeaſe appeared, 
which I had never ſeen before, nor read 
any deſcription of. 


IT began with a ſlight fever, the face 
and throat ſwelled ſoon after, looking of 
a little deeper color than a damaſk-roſe, 
but the tumor ſeldom extended ſo far as 
the eyes; it was chiefly external, and ſome 
times in a few days it increaſed to ſuch a 
prodigious ſize, as to obliterate the fea- 
tures, and put the patient out of the know- 
ledge of his moſt intimate acquaintance; 
yet that quick and extraordinary diſten- 


tion of the parts was in general attended 
with but little pain. 


Tur diſeaſe, was chiefly among chil- 
dren, and young perſons of the poorer 
ſort, The general antiphlogiſtic method 

C ſuc- 


cles, but this circumſtance required no al. 


ing at proper intervals, keeping the af. 


Tus diſeaſe coptinued rife all the ſum- 
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ſucceed:d very well; the diſeaſe was rarely 
mortal, and ſeldom terminated in an ab. 
ſceſs, but when that happened it healed 
kindly by the common treatment. 
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In five or fix caſes, in which I was con- 
cerned, the tumonymn the face, &c. ſubfid- 
ed in three or four days, and was from 
thence immediately tfanſlated to the teſti- 


teration in the general in hdd of cure. 


In ſome a thiekneg an d hardneſs re. 
mained upon the parotid” and maxillary 
glands after they were Well in all other re- 
ſpects, which I found readily yielded tc 
fmall doſes of Merc. dulce. with gentle purg- 


— r ͤlfffnfnn ͤ—œ!¾] 


fected parts moderately warm, and the pa- 
tient to a ſuitable regimen, during the mer- 
curial courſe. Sometimes I uſed a mile 
mercurial ointment. 
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mer ſeaſon, which was remarkably cold, f 
dry and unfruitful, and did not intir ely on l 
appear until autumn 1741. . 
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The ſummer after the diſappearance of this diſeaſe, 


the malignant ſore throat, which has been accurately 
deſcribed by three very learned phyſicians, firſt appeared, 
and continued more than ten years before its total diſ- 
appearance, in that part of the kingdom where I then 
dwelt, about ten miles from the city of Norwich ; but 
it was not equally violent during the whole of that 
time ; it raged and was moſt mortal in the years 1745 
and 1746. I attended a great many in it, and, from 
what I obſerved, there appeared to me ſome analogy 
between this diſeaſe and that among the horned cattle, 
which has been upwards of forty years in this ifland. 
Aretæus, taking notice of ſuch a diſeaſe in the throat, 
expreſly ſays, that it was preceded by a plague among 
that ſpecies of cattle, | 


02 I 
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A glandular tumor ſituated under 1 
the ear upon the articulation of I 
the jaws, ſucceſsfully extir pated, ; 


June the iſt, 1755. 


R. J. B. of O. aged about ae 
a gentleman of a lively temper, 
but not of a good conſtitution, had this 

tumor gradually growing three or four 
years, from a very ſmall beginning to à 
conſiderable ſize: its increaſing erceed- 
ingly in the laſt ten or twelve months af- 

fected his mind very much, and made him | 
more than ordinarily anxious about the re- 
moval of it. 


— — — — 


Wr were of opinion in conſultation, 
that the operation was practicable. After IF , 
the patient was duly prepared, I performed 
it, with greater eaſe to him, and leſs trou- 
ble to myſelf, than 1 expected; for, upon 
removing an oval piece of the teguments, | 
and laying the glandular ſubſtance in view, 
I found it ſo diſengaged from the circum- 

jacent 
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Hacent parts, that I turned it out with my 


3 finger, having very little further uſe for the 


4 c 


Tur wound diſcharged during the 
cure a great quantity of ſaliva, eſpecially 
upon maſtication, which was avoided as 
much as poſſible, by the nature of the food 
Ihe was allowed. 


4 WHEN the wound was contracted in- 

to a narrow compals, I directed a ſtrong 
Fclaſtic ſteel machine, reſembling that which 

Ur 8 - . 

is made ule of to keep the wig cloſe to the 

J. ears, with a ſoft pad to preſs upon the 

f. aperture of the ſalival duct, and reſt upon 


the oppoſite temple; by which, and ſel- 
dom dreſſing, with lint moiſtened in Alco- 
bol and a common plaſter, it was ſoon per- 
1 m_ healed, 


THe Machine, as deſcribed in plate 2. 


er 2 : ; 
: 40 hg. 1. was kept in its proper poſition, with 
ga ribband paſſing behind the head, from 


one branch of it to the other, and another 
ribband affixed to that behind the head, 
in the middle, and to the machine on the 
top of the head. 

e A 
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A glandular tumor extirpated, which 
had been gradually growing more 


than twenty years to the circum- 


ference of fourteen inches, ex- 


tending from the root of the car 
unto the cheek, and. far down the YI 
neck. | 1 


N the beginning of June 17 57, Mrs. B. 
of A. about forty five years of age, 
and healthy in all other reſpects, firſt 
aſked my advice in this caſe;. afterwards, 
in a conſultation of a Phyſician and four 
Surgeons, beſides myſelf, it was unani- 
mouſly agreed, from the threatening aſ- 
pect of the tumor, that there was now i 
no time to loſe; and that the operation 
was adviſeable, without any farther delay, 
though the ſeaſon was . unfavorable on i 
account of the exceſſive heat of the wea- || 
ther. | i 


THress Gentlemen were preſent at the 
operation, July the 11th; the tumor re- 
quired to be diſſected off with great cau- 
. . 5 tion 
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tion to avoid the blood veſſels lying be- 
neath it ; not one was opened of any dan- 
gerous conſequence, nor did the diviſion 
of the falival duct prove any obſtacle to 
the healing of the wound, by the uſual 
treatment, 


Wr examined the tumor after it was 
extirpated; the glandular ſubſtance of it 
was in a ſ{cirrhous ſtate, and in the ſu— 
perior part, immediately under the ſkin, 
which was of a duſky red color, and rea- 
dy to burſt, we found about a quarter of 
a pint of a blackiſh, oily fluid, where we 
had obſerved a fluctuation before the ope- 
ration. 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that when we may 
reaſonably ſuppole we have effectually ſtopped the hæ- 
morrhage, by ligatures, or otherwiſe, after any ope- 
ration, wherein many conſiderable blood-veſſels muſt 
unavoidably be divided, it will even then be prudent 
to wait a little while (and until the pulſe riſes, if the 
patient happens td be faint) before we finiſh the dreſ- 
ſing of the wound, left any retracted veſſel, which may 
have efcaped our notice, ſhould bleed ſoon after : this 
aceident has often happened through that inattention, 
when it will occaſion the more trouble, beſides alarm- 


ing the patient and by- ſtanders to our prejudice, 


A vio- 
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A violent extenſion and contuſion | J 
upon the muſcles of the neck, 


attended with uncommon conſe- 3 . 
qu ences. ; 1 
May the 3d, 1755. 23 
3 

HE daughter of H. L. of S. was 3 


* 


thrown backwards off an horſe, and 
received an extenſion and contuſion upon 
the muſcles ſerving to draw the head back- | 
wards. When ſhe was brought to me, | 
her chin was fallen upon her breaſt, and 
from the friction, by an involuntary and 
conſtant vibrating motion, the ſkin was 
fretted off both theſe parts, which, with 
the pain ſhe ſuffered upon the poſterior 2 
part - her neck, made her life "ry. un- 
comfortable. 4 


— —— — —— 
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VARIOus applications and bandages 

were tried for two years to no purpoſe. I 
I gave directions for making the machine, 
in plate 2. fig. 2. by the uſe of which alone 
the relaxed parts recovered their tone, and | 07 
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ſhe was perfectly cured in ſix months. By 


the ſame means/ I have ſince cured a ſimilar 
caſe of a year's ſtanding, 


A machine of this kind, with a branch to paſs up on 
each ſide of the head, may be uſeful to keep the head 
and neck in their natural direction, after the operation 
for the wry-neck, and perhaps anſwer the end better 
than the common bandage uſed upon that occaſion ; 
but I cannot recommend it with certainty, having never 
had an opportunity of experiencing it in that caſe : how 
far it might contribute to the cure of that diſorder, or 
give relief without the operation, may be worth conſi- 
dering and trying. 


» 


PLATE 
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PLATE N 


4. 4. The fixed points to reſt upon the top 
| cf the ſhoulders, 


6. The branch to paſs up the ſide of 
the head, and bear gently againſt 
it to keep it ſteady, 


c. The branch to come forwards for the 
chin to re{t upon, having a ſoft 
concave pad annexed to it, move- 
able with a ſcrew to raile the head 
gradually. 


d. The bow to be placed behind the neck. 


\ 
e. e. The ſtraps of leather to paſs from the 
inoulters, and hang unto the pins 
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N A great number of large ſtrumous 
= glands ſituated in the Axilla, and 
; underneath the Pe&oral Muſcle, 
= ſucceſsfully extirpated; and an 
Ophthalmy cured. 
Nov. the 8th, 1750. 
ux wife of E. L. of J. twenty five 


1 years of age, firſt perceived a ſmall, 
indolent, moveable tumor in the right Ax- 
illa, between five and fix years ago, which 
grew gradually in two years to the ſize of 
a turky's egg; another appeared then, 1m- 
mediately beneath the clavicle, and in fix 


months acquired the bigneſs of a large 


walnut : theſe tumors increaſed by little 
and little, and more glands became ob- 
ſtructed and ſwelled. About five months 
ago inflammations ſeized both her eyes, 
ſoon depriving her of the ſight of one of 
them, and with the other ſhe was ſcarce 
able to guide herſelf, 


HE R 
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HER parents were healthy, and before 
the appearance of the tumor in the Axilla 
ſhe had a good ſtate of health, but after 
that was grievouſly afflicted with pain in 
her ſtomach, and heat in her bowels, ac- 
companied with an obſtinate coſtivenels ; 
for which ſhe found but little relief, by a 


great variety of medicines preſcribed by a 


very judicious practitioner. 


In this moſt deplorable condition ſhe 
fell under my care, with the whole Axilla 
full of diſtempered glands, beginning to 
have a cancerous appearance; and a chain 
of them was continued from thence near 
the clavicle quite to the neck, daily in- 
creaſing. After deliberately conſidering 
the caſe, I thought nothing could be done 
to any purpoſe, unleſs the diſeaſed glands 
could be entirely extirpated: we had a con- 
ſultation immediately, conſiſting of a phy- 
ſician and four ſurgeons of eminence, who 
readily concurred in my opinion; but we 
were all of us apprehenſive, that if theſe 
glands were removed, even then, it was 
very doubtful what would be the event of 
the operation; for, if the diſeaſe happened 
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to be ſtopped here, the ſame cauſe ſtill ex- 


iſting, probably would produce the ſame 
effect, and attack ſome other part inter- 
nal or external, and fruſtrate our endea- 


vours. 


THESE indeed were very diſcouraging 
circumſtances, but the patient after hear- 
ing all that paſſed in our conſultation, as 
we thought it right ſhe ſhould in ſuch an 
hazardous caſe, in order to chuſe for her- 
ſelf; ſaid, with great courage and reſolu- 
tion, ſhe would ſubmit to the operation, 
defiring to have it done whenever it ſhould 
be thought proper. 


NOVEMBER the 16th, I performed 
the operation in the preſence of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, beginning in the Axilla, whence I 
diſſected all the glands, opening but one 
blood veſſel of any conſequence, which I 
eaſily commanded with the needle and li- 
gature, though it lay deep in the Axilla: 
I filled the wound then with dry lint, and 
got one of my aſſiſtants to ſupport a com- 
preſs upon it with his hand. We now 
found it expedient to refreſh our patient 
with a little wine, and allow her a ſhort re- 

| ſpite ; 


30 CASES and REMARKS 


ſpite; after which, ſhe rzadily ſubmitting, 
J made an inciſion from the ſuperior part 
of the other glands, in a curved line, to 
the angle of the Axilla, where I left off, 
intending to meet 1t at the ſame point with 

another, in order to remove an oval piece 
of the teguments along with the affected 
glands; but inſtead of laying them bare, as 
we expected, only the Pectoral Muſcle came 
in view, which circumſtance made us he- 
fitate a moment ; having, however, pro- 
- ceeded thus far, it was unanimouſly agreed 
to go on: upon this determination, I di- 
vided the muſcle in an oblique direction as 
far as was thought neceſſary, and the glands 
being pretty much diſengaged from the 
ſubjacent parts, were removed without any 
difficulty or effuſion of blood worth re- 
garding. Thus ended, very happily, one 
of the moſt tedious and dangerous opera- 
tions we had any of us ever ſeen, There 
are but few. difficulties that occur in ope- 
rations, but what we may be able to ſur- 


mount, if we can preſerve a calmneſs and 
preſence of mind. 


Tur number of glands taken out of 
the Axilla was nineteen of various ſizes, 


ſome 
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ſome were like large potatoes, others 110 
larger than filberts; and eight were ſituated 
under the Pe&oral Muſcle, which differed 
alſo 1 in their ſize. 


AFTER Aeg with dry lint and di- 


-geſtive in the common manner, I applied 
ſoft compreſſes of cloth ſpread thick with 


Unguent, e Florib. Sambuci, and the roller 
no ſtraiter than juſt to contine the dreſſings. 


After every capital operation we ſhould 


give our utmoſt attention to the applica- 
tion of the compreſſes and bandage, that 
they may ſit, and be left as eaſy as poſli- 
ble upon the tender parts; as long con- 


tinued pain muſt have deſtructive conſe- 
quences; from which conſiderations, - a 
little warm O/. Olivar. optim. ſhould now 


and then be poured in, after gently raiſing 
the compreſſes and bandage in convenient 
places. 


TRE ſymptoms following the operation 


were very favorable, the wound digeſted 
kindly and was perfectly cicatrized in eight 


weeks. When ſhe was in a condition to 


bear alteratives, I had recourſe to them, 
particularly to ſmall doſes of Merc. dulc, 


Within 
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Within about three months ſhe recovered 8 
the perfect ſight of one eye, and the in- 
flammation did not continue upon the 
other, but the Cornea was too much thick- if 
ened to tranſmit the viſual rays. After the 
wound was healed, I made her firſt a ſeton 
in her neck, and then ſuper-ſcapulary fon- 
tinels, which ſhe kept open about two 
yu. For a long time after the wound 

as perfectly cicatrized, ſhe drank ſea- 
wits. and took Athiop. min. and Antimon. 
crud. RF | 


He x happy deliverance from this im- Wei: 
pending danger, and the „ N of 3 en 
good health ever ſince, have amply reward- 
ed her uncommon fortitude; and me for 
my care of her, ſhe being an object of i 
charity, and ſupported, during the cure, 3 
by a gentleman whoſe great delight is in ſe 
doing good. 


A can- 
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A cancerous breaſt, of an enormous 
A, ' fize, extirpated. 


Sept. the 11th, 1755. 


YN a conſultation held on the caſe of 
| Mrs. D. of P. a remarkably corpu- 
Went woman, yet very active and tempe- 
Wrate, it was unanimouſly agreed, that ſhe 
Wd no other chance for relief but by loſing 
| her breaſt, which was about a yard in 
= ircumference, not yet fixed, but threat- 
| | ning immediate ulceration. 


Up ER theſe diſcouraging circum- 
ances we could not urge the opera- 
on, but the week following, at her own 
eſire, I performed it, Mr. Layman an 
eminent ſurgeon, and the ſurgeon whoſe 
| Patient ſhe had long been, aſſiſting me: 
he operation did not prove tedious con- 
idering the magnitude of the breaſt, nor 
lid any thing material occur in it. 


Tut ſkin of the whole breaſt was af- 
ected to ſuch a degree, that we durſt not 
D at- 


of 
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attempt to preſerve ſo much of it as we 
would willingly have done; and the Mem- 
brana adipoſa was near five inches thick 
towards the Axilla. The wound healed 
very kindly, it was perfectly cicatrized in | 
a little more than three months, by the 
great care of the ſurgeon whoſe patient 
ſhe had been before; ſhe had as good 
health as uſual for about a year after. | 


Wx examined the principal diſtempered 
gland, ſuſpended in a bloody fluid, which 
appeared of a lymphatic nature, by in- 
ſpiſſating with a moderate degree of heat; 

the Cy which contained the fluid, was 
formed of the Capſula of the gland, the 
gland itſelf remaining in a ſcirrhous ſtate, 
out of which an excreſcence was grown, 


reſembling the head of a collyflower, as 3 
repreſented in plate 3. 


Uyon cutting inte the body of the | 

gland, which was like the gizzard of a 
turkey, we obſerved ſome veſſels varicous, 
others ruptured, and many Coagulums of i 
blood, ſuch, I ſuppoſe, as the Ancients | 

called Atra Bilis, and looked upon to be 
the efficient cau {6 of Cancers, 


DECEM-| 


1 


DECEMBER the 28th, 1756, I was 
again deſired to meet her ſurgeon, on ac- 
count of an indolent tumor, extending 
uniformly over the whole Scapula on the 
other ſide, and meaſuring three feet and 
eight inches in circumference, without 
the breaſt or glands in the Axilla being the 
leaſt affected, yet I looked upon it to be 
an appearance of the old leaven, there- 
fore I adviſed no application, only to have 
it well ſupported, and that all poſſible 
care ſhould be taken to prevent its break- 


ing. 


SHE died April the 2d, 1757. Before 
her death the tumor was much increaſed ; 
ſhe lived but a ſhort time after 1t broke, 
and that in the utmoſt miſery, without any 
eaſe but what was procured by opiates: 
the diſcharge was immenſely great, and the 
matter not only exceſſively offenſive in ſmell, 
but the Efiuvia proceeding from it were ſo 
virulent, as to affect thoſe who conſtantly 
attended her, One of the perſons who 
bore her to the grave told me, that the 
ſtench made him very ſick; and that he 
was immediately ſeized with a flux, which 
ſoon relieved him. 


D 2 THE 
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Tre cicatrice where the breaſt was ex- 
. tirpated, continued perfectly ſmooth and 
well to her death, without the leaſt ap- 
pearance of the diſeaſe upon the circum- 
jacent parts. 


„ 


. As 
9 I * 


Many years ago Mr. Layman and I were preſent when 
Mr. Amyas, late of Norwich, extirpated a cancerous 
breaſt, in which we found a conſiderable quantity of 
gravel, and many {mall ſtones, in the center of the 
glands, | C 
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PLATE III. 


The repreſentation of a cancerous gland. 


a. a. a. a, The common teguments. 


3. B. B. 5. The capſula of the gland which 


formed the cyſt containng the 
bloody fluid, 


c. c. c. The colly-flower-like excreſcence, 
which ſprouted from the body 
of the gland. | 


d. The Fimbria which laid looſe 
upon the gland, but was at- 
tached to the excreſcence. 1 


e. The inciſion into the body of the 
| gland, which diſcovered the 
varicous and — veſiels, 


7 

1 
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1 
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A cancerous diſeaſe which aroſe from 
drinking ſome liquor impregnated 
with the matter that iſſued from 
an ulcerated cancer. 


in Norwich, near fixty years of age, who 
had a cancerous tumor upon her breaſt, 
and the glands in the Axilla much af- 
fected, cauſing a large œdematous ſwel- 
ling of the whole arm, quite through to 
the ends of her fingers. 


THE account ſhe gave me of her very 
ſingular caſe, confirmed by her relations, 
was this: that her parents were healthy, 
and that when ſhe was a child about three 
years old, ſhe went with her mother to vi- 
fit a friend, who had an ulcerated cancer 
upon her breaſt, which had juſt been 
dreſſed, and ſome of the liquor with which 
it had been waſhed, ſtanding in a tea-cup 
upon the table, ſhe drank a little of it: an 
eating ulcer ſeized her tongue and one ſide 


D 4 of 
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"N the year 1752, I was deſired to viſit - 
a perſon of great virtue and veracity 


_ rr - 
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of her mouth about a fortnight after, mak- 
ing diſmal ravage of the 3 as well 
on the outſidę as the inſide: ſhe was ut 
under the care of a ſurgeon of great cha- 
rafter in London who found much diffi- 
culty in ſtopping the progreſs of the diſ- 
eaſe here. More than twenty years after 
that, the leaven ſhewed itſelf upon her 
thigh, where ſhe had received a contuſion 
ſome years before, and an abſceſs was 
formed near the bone, towards the articu- 
lation of the hip, which was alſo cured 
with the utmoſt difficulty, by a very able 
ſurgeon at Norwich, $he had a tolerable 
3 2 ſtate of health after this, for about 
fifteen years, and then diſcovered : a ſmall 
ſcirrhous knot in her breaſt, remaining in- 
dolent and moveable, increaſing but ſlow- 
ly, untill the time of the ceſſation of the 
menſtrual diſcharge; it began then to in- 
creaſe very conſiderably, and in a few years 
occupied the whole breaſt, with all the 
glands in the Axilla at laſt, but it remained 
occult to her death; a few months before 
which, her arm became affected as already 
deſcribed, 


* 
* 


An 
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} 


| An o abſceſs in the Pleura opened and 
_ cured, 


£ 


R. R. N. of M. aged about forty 
five, who had by intemperance in- 
Wjured a good conſtitution, was ſeized in 
che beginning of September 1755 with a 
Wplcuriſy, for which he was blooded and 
3 treated as regularly, as an untractable pa- 


— = 


ult, attended with a violent cough and 
continual fever; he grew daily worſe in all 
eſpects, and his life appeared to be in the 
Wnoſt imminent danger; yet, not being 
Sapprehenſive of the danger he was in, 


Whewed an invincible obſtinacy; but, at 
: length, his breathing becoming ſo difficult 
s to threaten immediate ſuffocation, I was 
Wcalled to him in great haſte, Oclober the 
KL th, 


greatly emaciated. After ſtrict inquiry, 
and 


pole. Reſpiration hecatne extremely diffi- 


hen urged by his friends to do what was 
Proper, he rejected their perſuaſions, and 


BESIDEs theſe ſymptoms, I found him 
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and obtaining all the information I could 
from him, and thoſe who attended him, 
F carefully examined the affected ſide, when, 
comparing it with the other, it appeared to 
me rather thicker, eſpecially where he 
complained of a fixed pain, which was 
between the fifth and ſixth rib; about the 
middle from the Sternum to the Spine, upon 
which part I underſtood he had formerly 

| 

( 

| 


wv Am: = _——Aia. tamil 


received a blow, though he had no com- 
plaint in conſequence of it, worth taking 
notice of, until he was attacked with this 
diſeaſe. 


AFTER having conſidered all theſe cir- BY : 
cumſtances, I was inclined to think an ab- 
ſceſs was formed in the Pleura, and that 
the matter would make its way into the 
cavity of the Thorax, if it had not alrea- Bl 
dy done ſo, which determined me to pro- 
poſe the operation directed in the Empyema, 
as the only means of relieving him; he 
was very much averſe to it, but by rea- 
ſoning with him, and ſhewing the impro- 
bability there was of affording him relief 
in any other manner, joined to the earneſt 
entreaty of his relations and friends, he ; 
did at laſt comply with what I a oo N 

Wirk- 
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WiTHoUT any farther delay, I then 
performed the operation, directly upon 
the part where he complained of pain, and 
diſcharged a large quantity of fetid matter. 
The next day, in order to keep the aper- 


ture open, and allow a free Exit to the 


matter in the intervals of dreſſing, I intro- 
duced a flat hollow tent dipped into Be/- 
lofte's compound Samaritan Balſam, and ap- 
plied over it a piece of common plaſter, 
with a hole correſponding to the mouth 
of the tent, and ſoft compreſſes, a laced 
flannel bandage and ſcapulary : the tent 
was made of a leaden Canula covered with 
a piece of plaſter, with ears of a ſufficient 
length and breadth to reſt ſteadily upon 
the rib above and below, and confined to 
the part with ſnips of plaſter; this me- 
thod of dreſſing I have often found an- 
ſwers the purpoſe perfectly well in ſuch 
caſes, ot | 


UPonN the evacuation of the matter he 
was immediately relieved; the pain and 
cough ceaſed, he breathed freely in every 
poſition, in a ſhort time the fever left him, 
and he recovered a good appetite, 


THE 
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Tux diſcharge was very large for about 
ten days, then .became moderate; when 
the matter was grown well-conditioned, 
and the quantity of it much leſſened, I 
left out the tent, and carefully touched 
the circumference of the wound with the 
Cauſt. commun. fort. dreſſing for the future 


ſuperficially. | 7 


Ix about ſix weeks the wound was per- 
fectly healed, and he recovered a good ſtate 
of health ſoon after. Aſs's milk, Balſa- 
mics, c. were preſcribed during the cure. 


When we have reaſon to ſuſpect that an abſceſs may 
be forming in the Pleura, we cannot be too watchful, 
às it is of the utmoſt conſequence to diſcover and open 
it, before it burſts and 3 the matter into the 
cavity of the Thorax. What Mr. Sharp in his Critical 
Inquiry, and Monſr. Le Dran in his Operations and Ob- 
ſervations in Surgery, have wrote upon this ſubject, 
with the different kinds of Empyema and Abſceſſes in 
the Thorax deſerve to be read with the greateſt atten- 
tion. Bonetus in his Anatomia practica has alſo a col- 


lection of caſes to the ſame purpoſe well worth reading, 
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| An incyſted tumor ſituated between 
= the muſcles of the Aödomen and 


the Peritonæum. 
8 


* 


AFR. C. M. of S. a man of more than 
3 M ordinary vigor, aged about thirty 
Whve, received ſome blows upon the Abdo- 
en, in a boxing match, which were not 
Wattended ſeemingly with any bad conſe- 
Wquences farther than ſlight tranſient pains, 
during the ſpace of four or five years; af- 
ter this period, however, a circumſcribed 
W tumor appeared three or four inches round 
W the navel, accompanied with a conſtant 
W obtuſe pain: in this ſtate it remained ſe- 
veral years, making but a very flow pro- 
W egreſs, and thoſe whoſe advice he took were 
very dubious of its nature. 


= ABOUT ten years were elapſed when 
W he came to aſk my opinion, October the 
W 12th, 1741. After well conſidering the 
detail he gave me of his caſe from the 
beginning, and ſtriftly examining the 
tumor, which was increaſed in the laſt fix 
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months to a great ſize, extending mot 


towards the Inguen, I was inclined to think 


it of the incyſted and lymphatic kind. His 
health had been greatly impaired ; the tu. 
mor was prominent and much inflamed 
at the navel, the matter ſeemed to have 
made its way through the C/, and was juſt 
ready to break through the ſkin. 


I ATTENDED him as ſoon as he re. 
turned home, and upon attempting to riſe M 
from his ſeat when I entered the room, 
the {kin broke and diſcharged a large quan- 
ety of a brown lymphatic fluid. As the 
matter had made its own way out, he 


would not ſuffer me to make an opening 


at the bottom, either by incifion or cauſ- 


tic, as I propoſed and urged, nor yet to 
remove the thin teguments at the navel by 


knife or ſciſſars, to procure a freer Exi'l 


to the matter; but through much perſua- 
ſion he did allow me to touch thoſe parts, 
with a piece of Cauſt. commun. fort. 
found the aperture plugg'd up the neut 


day with a ſtiff gelatinous ſubſtance, which | 
I extracted, and, after puſhing back the 


Cyft, at leaſt three pints of the ſame kind 
of fluid iſſued out: the dreſſing was after 
| 2 the 
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the uſual manner, and when the Eſchar 
Wc-11 off, I touched the parts again with the 
Rf Cauſtic, as much as an ungovernable pa- 
tient would permit, aiming to open, by 
thus means, an ample paſſage for the Cy/t. 


aus I proceeded, and on November 
W the 3d, when I took off the dreſfings, I 
found the C/, like an inflated inteſtine, 
ſtrangled in the opening, ſtill too narrow 
Wto admit ui an eaſy extraction, yet he 
would not give me leave to enlarge it by 
inciſion, but, with great care and trouble, 
I extracted it whole, which was very pu- 
e trid, and had an exceſſively offenſive, ca- 
daverous ſmell: a few days after I extrac- 
ay ted another intire Cy of a ſmaller ſize, 


by = TaxznE was now an immoderate diſ- 
charge of a fetid matter, highly acrimo- 
a. nious and excoriating, which turned ſilver 
i; in a minute's time like copper; the patient 

had a cough, was hectical, and daily loſt 
u Heſh and ſtrength, yet, as the Cyſis were 


n come away, he thought he ſhould ſoon be 
he cured, and all the arguments I could uſe 
nd vere not prevalent enough to convince him 


| bay much {till depended upon making an 
open- 
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opening at the bottom of the Sinus, which | 


was very capacious. Under theſe circum. iſ 


ftances I was greatly embarraſſed, ang 
dreading the worſt conſequences would at. 
tend the conſtant . abſorption of putrid 
matter into the blood, I inſiſted upon a 


conſultation, in hopes that the reſult of it 


would influence him to ſubmit to what 
appeared to me abſolutely 1 to be 
. done. | 

A very eminent Phyſician's and Sur. 
geon were conſulted : after examining the 
part and conſidering the condition the pa- 
tient was in, they both peremptorily told 
him, he muſt ſubmit to a depending open- 
ing being made, as I had propoſed, if he 
would give himſelf a chance for his life. 
The thickneſs of the parts, I'believe, was 
about two inches, through which an open- || 
ing was agreed upon to be made by a Cau/- Þ 
tic: I foreſaw the difficulty that would at- 
tend effecting it by the common manner 
of applying the Cauſtic, therefore after 
moiſtening the ſkin with a few drops of 


warm water, I began by rubbing it gent- F 


ly with a piece of pipe- form Caf. commun. 
L having thus mortified the ſkin and 
Men- 
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Membrana adipoſe, I divided the Eſchar with 
a lancet immediately, laying the muſcle in 
view, and thruſting the point of the lan- 
cet a little way into it; I then took a 
pointed piece of the Cauſtic, and by turn- 
ing and puſhing it with a moderate force, 
wrought into the bottom of the Sinus as 
the probe directed me, in leſs than half 
an hour ; through this opening I drew a 
ſeton dipped into Belle/te's compound Sama- 
ritan Balſam, and ſoon gained a free diſ- 
charge of the matter at this depending 
part, immediately above the ring of the 
muſcles on the right fide. 


W1iTHIN a week or ten days there 
was a viſible amendment in his health, 
and the niatter grew better conditioned. 


When the Eſchar was digeſted off I diſ- 


continued the ſeton, introduced a leaden 
Canula, through which the matter paſſed 
uninterrupted, and ordered a flannel body- 
piece ſhould be laced on, with an eaſy 
compreſs ſtitched to it, to reſt upon the 
ſuperior part of the Sinus. When the 
matter appeared well conditioned, and in 


i © ſmall quantity, I left out the Cn and 


E dreſſed 
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dreſſed ſuperficially, only with dry lint and 
a common plaſter, 


By this treatment, with a few medi- 
cines, and drinking aſs's milk, he was per- 
fectly cured in about four months. He 
lived many years after, and often told me 
that he enjoyed as good health as in the 
former part of his life, without finding 
any conſiderable diminution of his ſtrength; 


but died at laſt in conſequence of a mad 
frolick. 


From what I have obſerved, in a variety of inſtances, 
J have reaſon to believe the application of the Cauſl. 
co umun. fort. in this manner, will be found moſt eli. 
gible, as it acts much quicker, and the Eſchar can be 
made of the very dimenſions we chuſe. 


A Pro- 
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A Prolapſus Ani, &c. 


N the year 1749, I was conſulted in 


this caſe by a gentleman's wife, in 


whom the parts which ſuſpend the Anus 
had been ſo relaxed for a long time, that 
ſhe was not able to walk acroſs the room 
without its prolapſing: I thought of the 
machine repreſented in pl. 4. which im- 
mediately anſwered the intention ſo well, 
as to enable her to follow her family af- 
fairs; it was not long before ſhe could 
walk ſome miles, and ride on horſeback 
with it, without any conſiderable incon- 
venience. 


Su had been grievouſly afflicted with 
the bleeding piles almoſt all her life, at 
length, from one of them, which was ve- 
ry large, an hæmorrhage enſued, and 
brought her into imminent danger: upon 
this occaſion I was conſulted in 1751, and 
was of opinion with her Phyſician and 
Surgeon, that nothing could be done with 
a proſpect of relief, without taking it off; 

E 2 the 
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the operation was forthwith performed, 
which in all probability ſaved her life, as 
her ſolids were greatly relaxed, and her 
blood extremely impoveriſned by the long 
continuance of the bleeding. 


SHE was in general very coſtive, and 
whatever medicines were preſcribed to re- 
medy that inconvenience ſoon loſt their 
effect: Sea-water was at laſt tried, which 
agreed with her; it anſwered the intention 
perfectly well, and does ſo to this day, in 
the ſame ſmall quantity as at firſt, Though 
ſhe has now drank it more than ſeven 
years. 


As ſoon as ſhe could bear the ma- 
chine or truſs ſhe wore 1t again, and can- 
not now go without it: ſhe is not the on- 


ly perſon who has found relief by the ſame 
means. 


SHE wears the bow upon the upper 
part of her hips, the flat upright part un- 
der her ſtays up the ſpine, and fixes the 
band at the bottom of the Abdomen : in 
this manner ſhe finds that it keeps well“ 


fixed upon the part, and that upon any 
occa- 
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occaſion ſhe can eaſily ſlip it aſide, and ad- 
juſt ĩt again, now ſhe 1s well uſed to the 
management of it. The dimenſions of 
it for her, who is of a common ſize, are 
15 inches long, properly turned, and made 


rounding where it paſſes between the hips; 


the flat part of it, made a little tapering, 
is about two inches broad at the top; the 
pad is of an oval form, about an inch 
broad, well ſtuffed and prominent in the 
middle; the bow is 18 inches long and one 
broad, thin and very elaſtic and fo curved 
as to fit eaſy upon the parts ; the band 1s 
20 inches long; the whole is covered with 
ſoft oiled leather, and ſtuffed where neceſ- 
ſary for the patient's eaſe. | 


Additions or alterations in this machine may be made 
occaſionally, at the diſcretion of the Surgeon ; per- 
haps another bow to paſs over the loins ; a ſuſpenſory 
from the ſhoulders; or a ſtrap between the thighs 
coming from the waſte- band and hanging unto a hook 
upon the pad, c. may be found neceſſary to fix it 
ſteadily and well in ſome caſes. Great care is required 
in taking the meaſure, that it may be exactly adapted 
to the parts, and have an eaſy and regular bearing every 
where : the beſt way of meaſuring for this, as well as 
for common truſſes, is with a wire, which can be turn- 
ed every way, and will ſtand to the form of the parts. 


% 


E 3 A ſingular 


— q.— ͥ M —· — 


54 CASES and REMARKS 


A ſingular caſe of the ſtone. 


H. of P. aged 48, had been ſubject 
to the ſtone from his infancy ; was 
ſearched and ſhould have been cut at eight 


years of age: his conſtitution was natu- 


rally robuſt, but he had much impaired it. 
by drinking, and living a very intempe- ! 
rate life, 


Tur operation was performed on Jun 
the 8th 1746, by Mr. Harmer, late of Nor- 


wich, an experienced Litbotomiſt, after Ma- 


rianus's method. It was found impracti- 
cable to extract the ſtone through a wound 
of the common ſize, which he had made, 
or break it by the force of the Forceps, Þ © 
therefore, at his deſire, I divided the parts) 
occaſionally as he gently extracted it. 


THERE was no reaſon to expect the 
wound would ever be perfectly healed after] 
the extraction of a ſtone of that ſize, but} 
he had no ſymptoms that threatened his] 
life in conſequence of the operation: he 


E 4. lived 
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lived until April 1751, walking abroad un- 
til within a few days of his death. 


TAE ſtone 15 repreſented in pl. 5. fig. 1. 
it weighed near fifteen ounces, and, I be- 
lieve, is the largeſt we have upon record, 
taken from a living ſubject. It was of a 
hard texture, and had a ſubſtance like Spar, 
to a conſiderable thickneſs, upon many 
parts of its ſurface, 


The Gorget, as improved by Mr. Serjeant Hawkins, 
obviates an accident which may happen in the opera- 
tion when performed by the moſt ſkilful artiſt, but the 
cutting edge of it, for a very obvious reaſon, I think, 
ſhould not extend above one third of its length; and 
it ſhould have a ſmall ſhoulder that it may enter with 
the greater facility. I have uſed it three times without 
any apparent inconvenience either in the operation or 

er it. 

The firſt, was in a child of eight years old, who had 
a bad conſtitution, yet the wound was perfectly healed 
in nineteen days. 

The ſecond, was in one of eleven, who had a ſoft 
ſtone of three ounces weight, the external Lamina of 
which cracked in the Forceps, in many places, yet it 
was extracted without any of the pieces ſeparating : 
two days after the operation he was ſenſible of an oc- 
caſion to make urine, which he voided through the 
Penis with a pretty, full and ſtrong ſtream ; very little 
paſſed through the wound after that time, which was 
ſpeedily healed. 

The third, was in a ſubject of between eleven and 
twelve years of age, in which it appeared of very ſig- 
nal ſervice to many able Surgeons preſent at the ope- 
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ration. This patient had ſymptoms of the ſtone foan Þ ; 
after he was born; for many years the ſtone had con- 


ſtantly lain at the neck of the bladder, where it had | 


cauſed an uncommon thickneſs and hardneſs of the 


rts, as far as we could feel with our fingers intro. Þ 
duced into the Anus, and produced an ulcer, which! 


daily diſcharged much matter through the Penis: the 


Prepuce was ſo contracted at the end that it would not | 1 


admit the ſmalleſt ſound ; the matter, mixed with the 


urine, was continually ſtopping between the Glans Pr.. 


nis and the Prepuce, which excoriating and ulceratin 
theſe parts, made circumciſion neceſſary before the ope- 


ration for the ſtane; beſides theſe unfavourable cir. Þ* 


cumſtances, he had a Procidentia Ani to a great degree 


always upon going to ſtool, and often at other times, 
From the condition of the neck of the bladder, and 


the ſtone being long bedded and firmly fixed there, II 


found great difficulty to introduce the Gorget notwith- 
ſtanding its cutting. The ſtone broke into many frag. 
ments, being ſoft like ſand and clay mixed together,, 
ſtill the operation ſucceeded happily and the wound was Þ 

rfectly cured, but with great trouble and difficulty, Þ 
Fo this caſe Bougies appeared very uſeful in keeping the 


natural paſſage open, by introducing them now and 
then, durjog the cure. | 
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A caſe in which fixteen ſtones were 

* extracted out of the Urethra and 

Bladder. They are repreſented i in 
Plate 5. Fig. 2. 


HE perſon from whom theſe ſtones 
were taken was cut at four years of 
age, by Mr. Donne of Dearham, an ex- 
[þ 2 pert Lithotomift, as well as a very able Sur- 
; geon ; when the wound was almoſt cica- 
trized, the urine not having paſs'd through 
it for near a week, as he was tumbling 
upon the bed, he fell aſtride upon the 
frame of the bedſtead, by which accident 
the wound was broke open, the adjacent 
parts were violently contuſed, and the 
wound could never be perfectly healed af- 
ter wards. 
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TEN years after this he was again 
brought under Mr. Donne's care, and, 
upon ſtrict examination, he diſcovered an 
hard body in the courſe of the Urethra 
from the Sgrotum into the Bladder. Theſe 
ſtones were eaſily extracted through a 
1 wound 
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wound of two or three inches long ; all | 
of them were contiguous, and bedded the! 


one into the other; that which appears of 


an irregular oval figure at one end was? 
loſt in the Scrotum; the two at the other! 
end, which were all that were found in! 
the Bladder, much reſembled the ball and! 
ſocket of a bone, and at firſt ſight ſeemed Þ* 
more of the texture of a bone than a4 


ll 8 8 K — 1 welds 


4 


ſtone; all the other were like alabaſter in 


color, and of as fine or rather a finer 


poliſh. Various attempts were made to! 
cure the wound but all in vain: the pa-! 


tient 1s now a ſtout ſtrong man aged 24, 


and does not want health in any other} | 


reſpect. | 


| TI nap the above narration, as well as 


the opportunity of examining the patient, 
when I was with Mr. Donne in November 
1755, on account of his cutting a young 


gentleman for the ſtone, in whoſe caſe and 
in the operation, there was likewiſe ſome 
remarkable circumſtances. It was ob- 


ſerved that he uſed frequently to be ſeized}? 
with a ſpaſmodic contraction in his blad-| ? 
der, and that his urine always ran from 
him then involuntarily. As ſoon as the 
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inciſion was made into the ſtaff, the ſpaſm 
forced out the urine, before the opera- 
tor could introduce the gorget into the 
4 bladder, and upon introducing the Forceps 
ze could not find the ſtone; after ſearch- 
ing ſome time he withdrew them, felt 
with his finger and deſired me and ano- 
ther Surgeon to do ſo; we could not feel 
any, but all of us were ſenſible of an un- 
uſual ſtricture, at the extremity of our 
fingers; after a little farther ſearch in the 
common poſture that he was in, we re- 
moved the ligatures, placed him in an up- 
right ſitting poſture, and preſſed ſtrongly 
upon the Abdomen, which relaxed the ſtric- 
ture and brought the ſtone inſtantly down 


to the neck of the bladder; then it was 


eaſily extracted. 


THr1s patient was much emaciated and 
hectical, yet the ſymptoms after the opera- 
tion were very favorable, and he ſoon 
recovered a better ſtate of heath. 


60 CASES and REMARKS 


A caſe of the ſtone in a woman, at. 
tended with ſome uncommon cir. 
cumſtances. | 


FRS. J. of A. aged between fort 


ſeverely afflicted about ten years, and uſing 


various medicines to no purpoſe, had re- 4 
courſe to Mrs. Stephens's with no better ef. | 
fect, though ſhe gave them a fair trial for! 


eleven months. Growing daily worſe ſhe 
reſolved to ſubmit to the operation, if it 


ſhould be thought adviſeable, her conſti- ? 
tution being much 1mpaired, and having! 


a conſtant diſcharge of purulent matter 
from the bladder, 


AUGUST the 17th, 1740, ſhe aſked | | 
my advice, and after well confidering all | 


her complaints, I was of opinion it was 


right to extract the ſtone, though the 
event of the operation could not but be 
looked upon as very precarious; for by | 


paſſing my finger up the Vagina Uteri, I 
could plainly diſcover it was a large one, 


and fifty years, after having been? 
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| the friction of which had cauſed an in- 
flammation and ulceration in the bladder, 


AFTER putting her in the poſture for 


the operation, I intended to have proceeded 
according to the uſual manner, by dilating 
the Urethra, and making an inciſion as 
ſhould be found neceſſary to facilitate the 
extraction of the ſtone, but finding, with ' 
my finger, that it lay very favorably to 
be cut upon through the Vagina Lieri, 
now conſiderably dilated, I altered my 
original deſign, and, with the approba- 
tion of two experienced practitioners, cut 
upon it, and extracted it with very little 
pain to the patient, or trouble to myſelf, 
in compariſon to what a ſtone of between 
three and four ounces weight muſt una- 
voidably have occaſioned, by performing 
the operation after the common method. 


TE ſymptoms after the operation 


were the moſt gentle; the ulceration of 
the bladder ſoon healed, by ſoft, balſamic 
7 injections, and ſhe was perfectly cured in 
three weeks, without any defect of the 
retentive faculty remaining. 


A caſe 
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A caſe of a complete Hernia attend- 
ed with a mortification in an aged 
woman, perfectly cured. 


HE wife of R. R. of B. aged about 
ſixty years, naturally of a good, 


ſtrong conſtitution, had a deſcent of the 
inteſtine, &c. December the 2oth, 1752, 


to which ſhe had been ſubject many years, 


without ever wearing a truſs : the uſual 


ſymptoms attending a ſtrangulation of the 
inteſtine ſoon followed; an Apothecary was 
immediately ſent for, who took her com- 
plaint for the colic and treated it accord- 
ingly three or four days; the ſymptoms 


growing daily worſe, and ſhe often vomit- ] 


ting excrementitious matter, he then look- 
ed upon it as the iliac paſſion, and had 


recourſe to tobacco clyſters, and then to 


Argent, viv. giving her, as he told me, Ib. 16. 


On the 29th I was called to her, and | 
found the. teguments much inflamed and! 
veſicated, with livid ſpots here and there] 


interſperſed; and the tumor having loltÞ? 
its 
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cs renitence, I did not doubt of the in- 
teſtine, Tc. being in a mortified tate : 
the Abdomen was greatly inflated, tenſe and 
T7 painful ; ſhe frequently vomited excre- 
ments, could bear nothing in her ſtomach, 
had the hiccup and a weak, quick and in- 
termitting pulſe. 


UNDER theſe moſt miſerable circum- 


# ſtances, her relations and friends were 
come to take their laſt leave of her; in- 
7 deed I thought death would have put an 
end to her miſery in a few hours; all that 
appeared to me rational now to propoſe 
and attempt for the preſervation of her 
life was, to open the part ſufficiently, in 
order to remove the ſtrangulation of the 
2 inteſtine, and evacuate the Fæces, though 
I muſt confeſs I could not expect the 
3 caſe would have ended more favorably, 
than by leaving an artificial Anus in the 
Inguen. 


THIS propoſition being approved by 


the patient and all perſons concerned, I 
7 forthwith made an opening of between 
two and three inches long, through which 
there was an immediate diſcharge of ma- 
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ny pints: of black, fluid, fermenting ex- 


crements, like what thoſe who attended her 
obſerved ſhe had vomited many days: upon 
this diſcharge the inflation of the Abdomen 
ſubſided, and ſhe found inſtant relief. 


fomented the parts with a common anti- 


ſeptic Fotus, dreſſed them with a warm di- 
geſtive, applying a warm cataplaſm to 
them and all the Abdomen. It appeared to 
me adviſeable, on account of the fæcal diſ- 


charge, that ſhe ſhould be dreſſed every ſix 
hours : I directed the application of blad. 
ders of hot water to preſerve a due de- 
gree of heat from dreſſing to dreſſing. I 
did not forget to adviſe the diſcretionary 
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uſe of cordials, laxatives and clyſters ; and = 


that ſhe ſhould, for ſome time, be nou- Þ 


riſhed only with liquid diet, taken in ſmall 
quantities and often. 


AFTER having agreed with the Apo- 
thecary upon the method for him to pur- 


ſue, I left her to his care, urging at the |; 
ſame time his aſſiduous attendance, as the! 


event of the moſt dangerous caſes often 


exceeds our expectations, deſiring he would 
ſuffer nature to caſt off the mortified Þ 
ſloughs, without uſing any violence to re- 

move 
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move them. The next day he informed 
me the ſymptoms were favorable, that 
her diet did not offend her ſtomach, and 
that ſhe had not vomited ſince the open- 


ing. 


Two days after, I was deſired to viſit 


her again; I found her then fitting up in 
ber chair, with a quick, ſtrong pulſe, and 
great fluſhing in her face: upon examin- 
ing into the cauſe of theſe appearances, I 
diſcovered they aroſe from tranſgreſſing 
the rules preſcribed in regard to diet; for 
notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt injunctions 
were laid upon her and the nurſe in that 
point, yet this day for dinner, ſhe indulged 
her deſire and craving appetite, with roaſt- 
ed chicken and ſtrong beer, eating and 
drinking very plentifully. This tranſgreſ- 


ſion was very near ſubverting the fair hopes 


— was — <3 % 


we began to have of her recovery; to pre- 
vent the ill conſequences of it as much as 
poſſible, we had immediate recourſe to 


bleeding, repeating it thrice in 24 hours, 
with other meaſures, to check the riſing fe- 
ver and guard againſt an inflammation 
agam ſeizing the weak and tender inteſ- 
tines; but it was many days before the 
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danger was over, which ſhe was evidently 
thrown into by this indiſcretion. 


Tur Faces began to be evacuated by 


the Anus on the third day after the open- Þ | 


- Ing, and they paſſed freely both ways until 


the beginning of March; the diſcharge of | 


them gradually leſſened at the wound as it 
contracted, which was perfectly healed, 


by the common treatment, ſoon after that | 


time. 


ON February the 4th I firſt obſerved | 


ſome of the Argent. viv. in the wound, 
and which paſſed by that as well as by the 
ed; for many months afterwards, ſhe 


infinite number of globules, which had 
loft their brightneſs, looking like lead long 


wherein ſhe obſerved it. 


which ſhe had taken on December the 24th, Þ © 


Anus until the wound was perfectly heal- F 


C — 
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{aw ſome, now and then, divided into an | 


expoſed to the air; and ſhe generally was! 
ſenſible of griping pains preceding the ſtools Þ | 


SHE enjoys as good health as in the} | 
former part of her life, and is entirely free Þ* 
from 


all 


1e Þ |; 
ee 


r 


from the inconvenience ſhe had many years 
before laboured under. 


Tur happy event of this threatening 
caſe may teach and encourage us, never to 
leave our patients in the utmoſt apparent 
danger and diſtreſs, without endeavouring 
to aſſiſt nature by all the prudent and ra- 
tional meaſures we can think of. 
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A remarkable ſcrotal Hernia in an 
infant about ten weeks old. 


November the 3d, 1755. 


R. Chaplin an ingenious man, now 


child with him. 


H was taken one evening with a fit 
of crying and ſtraining to vomit, which 
continued with ſhort intervals all might ; in 
the morning the mother, who was a poor 
ignorant woman, perceiving a ſwelling 
from the Inguen down to the Scrotum, ſent 
for an old woman, no wiſer than herſelf, 
to adviſe with ; they paid little regard to 
the prolapſed inteſtine, but rolled up the 
Abdomen tight, after their uſual manner, 
which bandage obſtructed the return of 
it, and produced the following terrible 
ſymptoms. 


Two days after the child firſt com- 
plained he voided a bloody matter by the 


Anus, 


in the Navy, deſired me to viſit this 
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Anus, which diſcharge, mix'd with a ſmall 
quantity of Fæces, continued eight or nine 
days; then Mr. Chaplin was firſt called to 
him, and he found the Scrotum vaſtly 
ſwelled, tenſe and inflamed with the whole 
Abdomen much inflated : he ordered emol- 
lient and diſcutient fomentations, cata- 
plaſms, &c. with a proper bandage, which 
treatment mitigated the iymptoms, though 
the child ſtill vomited as ſoon as he had 


g ſucked, as he had all along done. 


AB Or a week after the Scrotum burſt 
open, and the mortified inteſtine diſ- 
charged the Fæces through two orifices, 
each of about half an inch diameter, the 
one at the ſuperior and the other towards 
the inferior part, near two inches aſun- 
der, which were dreſſed ſuperficially with 


digeſtive and plaſters of Cerat. album : the 
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firſt time I ſaw the child was a few days 
after the opening of the Scrotum. 


Tae diſcharge at the Scrotum inſtantly 
removed the inflation of the Abdomen and 
the vomiting ; but for a week after, no 
Fæces paſſed by the Anus; then the pre- 
ternatural evacuation of them decreaſed, 
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as they gradually reſumed their natural 
courſe : the openings of the Scrotum heal. 
ed up in about three weeks, but the in- 
ferior one broke open again, diſcharged 
Faces three or four days, and finally clo- 
ſed: the inteſtine paſſed and repaſſed ſoon 
after, according to the poſition of the bo. 
dy, and the child was afterwards cured by 
a common truſs, 


A ſcro- 
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A ſcrotal Hernia inteſtinalis in which 
the operation was performed five 


days after the ſtrangulation. 


D. a farmer's ſervant, aged twenty 

one, had been afflicted with an Her- 

nia from his infancy, without any means 
having been uſed to cure it, 


ON Tueſday morning, July the 4th 17 54, 
the inteſtine fell down as he was at work 
in the field, where he attempted for ma- 
ny hours to relieve himſelf as he uſed to 
do, but all m vain; then he returned 
home, ſtill concealing his diſeaſe, as he 
had induſtriouſly done all his life; it was 
ſome days before he diſcovered what he 
ailed, and then all attempts to reduce the 
prolapfed inteſtine proved ineffectual. 


LATE on the Saturday evening he was 
committed to my care; my endeavors to 
reduce the inteſtine being attended with 
no better ſucceſs, I propoſed the operation 
to him as the only means of ſaving his 
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life, and, he readily conſenting, I per. 
formed it early the next morning. The 
inteſtine was not mortified, though in- 
deed it was much inilamed, yet the ope- 
ration ſucceeded, and he was perfectly 
cured in five weeks. From this caie it 
will not be amiſs to obſerve, that the in- 
teſtine may be longer ſtrangulated with- 

out being mortified than is generally be- 
lieved. 


RePEtATED bleeding, clyſters, laxa- 
tives and nitrous medicines, with a thin 
cooling diet, taken frequently in a ſmall 
quantity at a time, to avoid a diſtention 
of the tender inteſtines, greatly contribut- 
ed to remove the inflammation which was 
upon the parts before the operation, and 
to prevent accidents in conſequence of it. 


Tuis patient was near loſing his life 
ten days after the operation, by the in- 
diſcretion and diſobedience of the nurſe, 
in allowing him ſuch diet as I had abſo- 
lately forbidden, and omitting what J 
thought of the utmoſt importance for her 
to obſerve. 
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As diet, with the manner of giving it, 


zs ſo eſſentially neceſſary in the cure of diſ- 
| eaſes, we cannot be too watchful, in ſeeing 


that our patients are ſtrictly conforma- 
ble in this reſpect; and that the nurſe does 


her duty in following directions, more 
7 eſpecially in ſuch a caſe as this, wherein 
the leaſt error or omiſſion may prove irre- 
trievable, and of fatal conſequence, 
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A caſe of a ſimilar nature to the laſt, 
in which the operation was omit- 
ted. 


N able Surgeon of my acquaintance 
was called to a vigorous young man, 


1 
I 
E 4 


two days after his having a deſcent of the 


inteſtine; and in that condition he receiv. 


ed a contuſion upon the teguments of the 
Scrotum, by a fall from his horſe. 


AFTER various attempts to reduce the 


inteſtine he propoſed the operation, and 
many of the faculty were aſſembled ; the 
majority oppoſed it, other methods were 
tried, which proved fruitleſs, and the pa- 
tient died eight days after. 


I HAPPENED then to be at-the Sur- 
geon's houſe; he told me, with much con- 
cern, how he had been over-ruled, and 


that he thought a fair opportunity had 
been loſt of ſaving the patient's life: 
whilſt he was giving me this relation, 
news was brought of the patient's death, 

he I 
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pe deſired me then to go with him, and 
examine the ſtate of the parts; we found 
no mortification upon the inteſtine, which 
was fallen down without the Omentum. 


* WHAT probably miſled the Gentlemen 
in the conſultation was, the diſcoloration 
| of the teguments of the Scrotum, ariſing 
from the contuſion received by the fall. 


The treatiſes wrote by Mr. Poet and Monſr. Arnaud 
upon Ruptures, attentively read and conſidered, will 
be found good guides to direct our practice in this 
important part of Surgery; and there are ſeveral re- 
; markable caſes upon this ſubject, which may occaſio- 
4 nally be conſulted i in the Mem. de P Acad. Roy. de Chi- 
rurg I e. 
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An Hydrocele of the Tunica vagina. 
lis taken for a ſcirrhous Teſticle. 


N elderly Gentleman conſulted me 

many years ago in this caſe, which 

had long been treated with mercurial 

both internally and externally, a me- 

thod not likely to ſucceed had it been what 

it was ſuppoſed to be, but it appeared to 
me indiſputably an Hydrecele. 


Tu Gentlemen concerned not agree. 
ing with me in opinion about the nature 
of it, no alteration was made in the treat. 
ment; ſome months after, when the pa. 
tient's conſtitution was much more 1njucd 
by it, and the tumor greatly increaſed, 
J was again conſulted, and declared, that 
ſo far from ſeeing the leaſt reaſon to de- 
part from my former opinion, I was now 
more confirmed in it: the patient then 
ſubmitted to a puncture being made with 
a lancet, by his Surgeon in ordinary, and 
more than a quart of a fluid hke brown 
beer was diſcharged. He has ſince been 
contented with the palliative method, and 
has good health in all other reſpects. 


THE 
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TEE ſuſpenſion of every kind of tu- 
mor in this part, with a bag-truſs, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, as the pendulous ſitua- 
tion of it weakens the contractile power of 
the veſſels, and impedes the aſcent of the 
fluids; and it ſeldom fails of preventing, 
br removing the pain of the loins, which 
| generally a concomitant of an enlarged 
teſticle, from a ſtretching and irritation of 
the ſpermatics, 


in the early part of my practice, I ſaw an eminent 
Furgeon caſtrate a perſon on account of this kind of 
. WHyarocele : I well remember examining the teſticle af- 
ter the operation, which appeared not the leaſt affec- 
ted. I have ſince been concerned in two caſes ſimilar 
. to that in all appearance, after the fluid had been ſe- 
Feral times evacuated, by tapping : the one was in a 
8 of a ſtrong conſtitution, aged about ſixty, in 
which I applied a cauſtic the whole length of the tu- 
mor, and nothing particular occurred in the cure: the 
other was in a perſon, aged forty five, of a lax habit, 
Irhere I ſucceeded very well, removing an oval piece 
of the teguments and Tunica vaginalis by inciſion ; 
[ts I think is preferable in general to the cauſtic. 


In the ſcrotal Anaſarca, I have ſeveral times made in- 
tiſion on each fide of the Scrotum, with advantage, 
without ever having a mortification enſue, but there is 
reaſon to fear it from a languid circulation, and abate- 
ment of native heat, in a part ſo ſituated, which 
Whould be well guarded againſt by internals as well as 
externals, with the aſſiſtance of the Phyſician when it 
an conveniently be had. 
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An Hydrocele taken for an inteſtin [ 
Hernia and treated accordingly, Þ 


Gentleman aſked my opinion ff 
his child about at's years old, whit 
was ſuppoſed to have a Rupture: up 
ſtrictly examining the parts I diſcovered 
tumor juſt below the ring of the muſck 
upon the ſpermatic cord, extending alm 
to the bottom of the Scrotum, in whici 
the teſticle was included. I did not douſ 
of its being an Hydrocele, and in all pr 
bability it was rendered worſe than 
would otherwiſe have been, by being treatÞ 
ed as a Rupture; for until it grew ta, N 
big it was forced into the Ingaen and ther 
confined with a truſs. 


I DIRECTED a fomentation prepart 
with diſcutients and aſtringents to be uſt} 
twice a day; that the child ſhould tal 
now and then a few grains of Merc. « N 
cis with Rhubarb, and wear a bag-truſs | 
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By this treatment the tumor was vi- 
ſibly diminiſhed in a few weeks, but the 
| man deſiring to take advice in Lon- 
um, aſked me to give him my opinion, 
with the method I had taken, in writing: 
che Surgeons whom he there conſulted 
agreed with me, and the child was cured 
in a few months without altering the me- 


thod. 


A caſe 
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TL 
I; 

A caſe of an Hydrocele of the Ty. 
nica vaginalis on each fide, attend. 
ed with ſome extraordinary circum. 4 1 
ſtances; in which caſtration waz E f 
performed on one ſide, and the ope- 


ration for the radical cure on the 
other according to Mr. Douglas 
method, deſcribed in his judicious 
treatiſe upon that ſubject. 


. A. of H. naturally of an healthy, | 
* robuſt conſtitution, which he had 
much impaired by intemperance, eſpecial- | 
ly by drinking ſpirituous liquors, in a vio- We 
lent effort to raiſe an heavy weight, was 
ſenſible of a cracking in his loins as it 
ſomething broke, to uſe his own exprel- 
ſion; he was immediately diſabled from 
walking, and ſoon after obſerved a ſwel- 
ling on the left ſide of the Scrotum. After 
ſome months he aſked my advice, and the 
caſe appeared to me a true Hydrocele; I 
opened it, diſcharging about a quart ot 
a lim- 
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a limpid fluid, and he ſoon followed his 
ordinary employment. 


Nor long after, the ſame diſcaſe ap- 
7 peared on the other ſide, and in about 
five or ſix months I made a puncture 
with a lancet on each fide, diſcharging 
from each about a pint and a half of the 
eſame kind of fluid. 


$83 In the ſpace of two or three years 1 
performed the operation five times on one 
# fide, and four on the other, which never 
EZ confined him from his buſineſs more than 
a day or two: 


d 

a AzotT two months after the laſt 
punctures were made, when the parts 
vere conſiderably diſtended again, with 
the fluid, he received a fall from his horſe, 


n a drunken condition, which occaſioned 
a violent contuſion and Ecchymoſis upon 
; : the whole Scrotum, attended with great 
tenſion and moſt exquiſite pain of the A- 
| domen: theſe ſymptoms were very threat- 
: eumg⸗ and his life ſeemed to be in im- 
minent danger; but bleedings, lenient pur- 

baiites, and the general antiphlogiſtic me- 
G thod 
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thod relieved him; ſtill there was great 
reaſon to fear from the remaining com. 
plaints and appearances, that the inter. 
nal Pres had greatly ſuffered, | 


2— l 46> 
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| Wurn the parts were filled again | 
made punctures as uſual; on the fide 
where I performed the operation firſt, the 
lymphatic fluid was mixed with blood, but 
on the other ſide it appeared as before. 
From what I now obſerved I thought there 
was good reaſon to propoſe the method 
for the radical cure, which was attempted 
with the approbation of ſeveral able Sur- 
mw, on Auguſt the 24th, 1756. 


= #.. - 


Veo cutting the ſkin and T; unica va- 
ginalis I found the latter grown almoſt 
cartilaginous, and near half an inch thick; 
the teſticle itſelf appearing decayed like 
ſoft rotten liver, I altered my original de- 
fign, and, with the concurrence of my 
brethren, removed it as well as the Tunica 
vaginalis, and took. up the ſpermatic arte- 
ry with the needle and ligature, without 
incloſing it in the thickened cord; then I 
cut away as much as I could of the Tuni- 
ta vaginalis on the other ſide, which was 
| greatly 


See 


T E © 


A. 


m SURGERY. 83 
greatly thickened, but the teſticle here was 
not affected. 


TuESsEH operations were very tedious, 


; painful, and hazardous ; but the ſymp- 
3 toms in conſequence of them were fa- 
4 vorable. Emollient clyſters frequently 
repeated, bleeding, pouring warm oil of- 
ten upon the Abdomen, covering it with 
flannel, and keeping bladders of warm 
water conſtantly upon it over the dreſ- 
ſings, gave him very ſenſible relief, and 
3 prebably prevented bad accidents : nothing 
happened to obſtruct the cure by the com- 
| mon treatment; he was diſmiſſed in ſeven 
weeks, and followed his buſineſs without 


any inconvenience, 


The conſtitution, ſtate and condition of the patient 


Who is about to undergo any capital operation, re- 
quire to be well conſidered before hand, that what is a- 
| miſs may be rectified as far as poſſible by diet, medicine, 
Dec. in order to prevent accidents in conſequence of it, 


as well as early care and conſtant attention after the ope- 


ration: nor, ought we ever to forget how eſſentially 


neceſſary it is, that peace and tranquility of mind ſhould 


be preſerved in our patients ; we ſhould therefore ſtu- 


diouſly endeavor to ſtrengthen their confidence in us. . 
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A caſe of an enlarged Teſticle from 
a Blow, which ſucceeded happily. 


March the 17th, 1755. 


R. E. V. of M. a man of a robuſt 


conſtitution, aged about thirty, 

ſent for me upon this occaſion about a 
fortnight after the accident. The tumor 
was of a large ſize, inflamed, hard, and 
painful, accompanied with a fever; and 
the ſpermatic cord was greatly enlarged. 
I blooded him and repeated bleeding occa- 
ſionally, ſeeing his blood was in a ſizy 
ſtate, gave him lenient purgatives, and ni- 
trous medicines, adviſed an exact Regimen, 
and uſed a fomentation twice a day, with 
a portion of Spirit. Mindereri in it, ap- 
plied cataplaſms prepared with oatmeal and 
the fomenting liquor, adding, a little OY. 
Roſar. to prevent ſtiffneſs, and ſupported 
the part with a bag-truſs, ſtrictly enjoin- 
ing him to keep his bed, as an horizontal 
poſition would moſt favor the retrograde 
motion of the fluids through the diſeaſed 
parts, 
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By this treatment all his complaints 
were ſoon abated; when I found him in 
a condition to bear Mercury, which was 
in about three weeks, I had recourſe to 
that powerful medicine, though I had not 
the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect the caſe to be 
venereal ; I gave him four or five grains 
of Merc. dulc. rubbed with Flor. Sulphur, 
for four or five nights ſucceſſively, and a 
lenient purge the next morning, ſtill· con- 
tinuing the nitrous remedies, topical ap- 


plications, Se. 


AFTER perſevering about a month in 


ſchis method, the teſticle was greatly dimi- 
| niſhed, the inflammation and pain quite 


gone, and but little Hardneſs remained: 


| inſtead of the other external applications 
| Ithen directed a mercurial Ointment ſhould 
be well rubbed in twice a day, and that 


he ſhould purge gently at due intervals, 
which reduced the teſticle to its natural 
ſize, and intirely removed the Induration 


in about two months, 
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A Cancer upon both the Tefticle and 
Epididymis from a Blow, in which 
caſtration ſucceeded. 


November the gth, 1756. 


Was deſired to aſſiſt in this opera- 
tion upon a Gentleman about fifty 
years of age, naturally of a ſtrong, heal- 
thy conſtitution. 


Wx found the ſpermatic cord in a much 
better condition than we apprehended be- 
fore the operation; though the ſpermatic 
artery was exceedingly enlarged, which we 
took up with the needle and ligature, with- 
out including the cord: the whole 7. efticle 
and Epididhmis were cancerous, floating in 
a conſiderable quantity of lymph, - con- 
tained in the Tunica vaginalis, 


TE ſymptoms after the operation were 
very favorable, and. the caſe terminated 
happily. The operation was adviſed long 
before, but the patient would not then 


conſent to it. He till Pres pertect- 
* well. 


A Drop 
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| A Drop ſituated between the rectus, 
| waſtusinternus & externus Muſcles, 
immediately above the knee, which 


had been long looked upon as an 
incurable //75:ze-/welling. 


February the 2d, 1753. 


C. aged forty five, was brought to 
me by the officers of the pariſh of 
T. and gave me the following account of 
himſelf : that he firſt took notice of a 
ſwelling about ſix years ago upon the an- 
terior part of the thigh, immediately above 
the knee, attended with a dull ſenſation of 
pain: that the ſwelling gradually increaſed, 
and for a year or two paſt his pain had 
ſometimes been very acute: he alſo told 
me, that the methods which had been 
taken by thoſe under whoſe care he had 
been, rather increaſed his complaints; and 
that they adviſed him not to ſuffer it to be 
opened, by any means. 


FROM my experience and obſervation 
in four caſes which appeared to me ſimi- 
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lar to this, wherein I had ſucceeded, I did 
believe there was a lymphatic fluid col- 
lected between the muſcles, which was 
abſolutely neceſſary to. be evacuated, hav- 
ing been ſo long extravaſated, that there 
was no probability of its ever being ab- 
ſorbed ; therefore I did not heſitate to ad- 
viſe the opening of the tumor. 


Hex had a lax habit, and his health in 
general was never very good : when I had 
corrected a little diſorder in it, which ap- 
peared to me proper ſhould be firſt attend- 
ed to, I opened the tumor, bath on the 
inſide and outſide of the limb, by inci- 
ſions of two or three inches in length, 
aiming to make them in the interſtices of 
the muſcles, and diſcharged more than a 
pint of inſpiſſated lymph: I drew a ſeton 
through and continued it until I thought 
the cavity might be a good deal contracted, 
then left it out, touched the edges of the 
wound with Cauſtic. lunare, to prevent 
their uniting too ſoon externally, dreſſed 
ſuperficially, and applied a laced knee- 
piece, with an eaſy compreſs affixed to it, 
to reſt upon the top of the thigh, 
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Tux diſcharge gradually abated, and 
quite ceaſed in about fix months: the pa- 
tient continues perfectly well, with a free 
motion of the joint, and can walk many 
miles without pain or inconvenience. 


| In two of the caſes which 1 have men- 
| tioned, the fluid appeared alſo below the 
knee; on the inſide in one of them, and 
on the outſide in the other, where I made 
openings as well as above, and found they 
EF communicated, 


Tuts diſeaſe has been taken for a 

dropſy of the joint, in which the fluid is 
| contained under the burſal ligament; but 
there 1s a very material difference between 
theſe diſeaſes in point of danger, though 
of great apparent affinity: for, the ac- 


cels of the air upon opening ſoon changes 


the ſoft into an acrimonious fluid, pro- 
ductive of dreadful conſequences when in 
the joint. The more manifeſt fluctuation 
of this fluid, and its extending higher up 
the thigh when its reſidence are between 
the muſcles, are Criterions by which we 
may generally diſtinguiſh one from the 
other, 
A true 
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A true Scirrhus upon the thigh. 


R. Donne, whom I have already 
mentioned, defired me to be pre- 
ſent about two years ago, at the extirp- 
ation of a painful, moveable and exceed- 
ing hard tumor, which had been gradu- 
ally growing about five years, ſituated un- 
derneath the rectus Muſcle, with its fixed 


point towards the knee between the vaſtu; 
internus & externus. 


Tur patient was twenty five years old, 
and his conſtitution not remarkably bad, 
It appeared doubtful to us in conſulta- 
tion what was beſt to be done in this caſe; 
but the patient would not hear of the loſs 
of his limb, which ſeemed rather more 


adviſeable than the extirpation of the 
tumor only. 


THE tumor was well extirpated; it 
weighed thirteen ounces, and was plain- 
ly glandular: the outſide of it was white, 
ſmooth and almoſt as hard as a cartilage, 
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the inſide reſembled an hard apple when 
cut, 


Tux ſymptoms after the operation were 
at firſt not unfavorable; but the caſe ſoon 
appeared of a cancerous nature, as was 


| ſuſpected, and killed the patient. 
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Of excreſcences with a cancerous 
aſpect. 


ANY years ago, in a young ſub. 
ject, I extirpated a large excreſ- 
cence of this kind, which filled the orbit 
of the eye, and I was obliged to remove 
the greater part of the eye with it : the 
operation ſucceeded very well, and nothing 
occurred in it, or aiterwards, worth parti. 
cular notice, 


IHA ſince extirpated a ſmaller from 
the eye of an elderly Gentleman, in 
conſequence of its being thought adviſe- 
able in conſultation, to remove it by in- 
ciſion: it appeared ſimilar to the ſecond 
. caſe in Hildanus. The eye remained eaſy 

about three years after, then another ex- 
creſcence ſprouted from the oppoſite cor- 
ner of it; but as the ſucceſs was now 
deemed very precarious, he reſolved not 
to ſubmit to another painful operation, 
contenting himſelf with a gentle palliative 
method; It grew gradually worſe, and 
ter- 
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terminated in a true cancer, affecting the 
whole globe of the eye before he died. 


ABouT five years ago a woman up- 
wards of ſeventy ſhewed me a large ſub- 
ſtance, apparently of this nature, upon 
her head, proceeding from what ſhe called 
4 wen, in which ſtate I never ſaw it: the 
part upon which it was ſituated, encou- 
raged me to propoſe the operation, as I 
could eaſily take ſuch a circumference as 
would be moſt likely to eradicate it effec- 
tually: I extended the inciſion near an 
inch beyond the Baſis of the excreſcence, 
and left the ſcull quite bare. The cure 
was effected without any difficulty, and 
the part ſtill remains perfectly well. 


I was concerned in the amputation 
of a Penis, ſome years ago, on account of 
an enormous fungus ſubſtance upon the 
Glens, from a venereal cauſe: we met 
with no difficulty in ſtopping the blood; 
after fixing the ſkin by a ſoft narrow rol- 
ler, turned three or four times round the 
member, I compreſled it ſufficiently with 
my fingers and thumbs, whilſt the opera- 
tor amputated it by two inciſions, and 

took 
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took up two veſſels with the needle and 
ligature: we found no occaſion for a Tour. 
niquet in the operation, nor a Canula in 
the cure, both which may have their uſe 
in ſome caſes. The patient was put into 


a proper courſe, and cured without much 


trouble. 
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Of Wens. 


HE Steatoma, Meliceris and Atherg« 
Ma are the three kinds of incyſted 
tumors which our Writers take notice of 
under the denomination of Vens, beſides 
which there is a fourth Species not obſerv- 
ed by them, appearing to be only an in- 
creaſe of he Membrana adipofa itſelf, which 
ſometir ies grows to an enormous ſize. 


I Ass Is TED a Gentleman of great 
eminence in his profeſſion, many years ago, 
in taking off a tumor of this fort, which 
was ſituated upon a woman's loins, and 
extended from one ſide to the other, hang- 
ing down upon her hips, and reſembling a 
cuſhion ſuch as: porters reſt their burdens 
upon; it weighed about fourteen pounds; 
I carefully- examined it, and found. it was 
entirely fat. I have ſince extirpated fix 
myſelf, but none of them weighed more 
than a pound: no ill accident happened in 
the cure of any of them. 


THis 
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TH1s kind of tumor admits of extirp- 
ation better than thoſe above-mentioned, 
which ſometimes are ſo deeply rooted be- 
tween the muſcles, and ſituated ſo near 
large blood veſſels, as to make the opera- 
tion tedious and dangerous; but this may 
be diſſected from the common membrane 
of the ſubjacent muſcles, with great eaſe 
and ſafety, 


Tux ſoftneſs of this fort of tumor, 
feeling like fat, with the breadth of its 
baſe, diſtinguiſh it from the other; but 1 
have ſeen one in which the ſubſtance was 
harder, and deceived our judgment before 
the extirpation z upon examination after, 
it was found to be a lump of perfect 
fat. 


After having obſerved this kind of tumor ſeveral 
times, I accidentally met with it particularly and accu- 
rately deſcribed by Anfr. Littre, in the Mem. de! A. 
cad. Roy. des Cciences, for the year 1709; he calls is 
 Lipome. | 


A com- 
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A compound fracture in which the 
To power of Nature was magifefted 
in a very ſingular manner. 


July the 11th, 1739. 


W. of B. about twelve years of age, 
* had both the 77 and Fibula frac- 
tg tured by the wheel of a waggon heavily 
laden, paſſing obliquely over the limb in a 
deep rut, from juſt beneath the knee ex- 
ternally, quite to the extremity of the 
heel, making the moſt horrid, large lace- 
+ | rated wound that we ever ſaw, with about 
nine inches of the Tibia projecting. 


My very good friend Mr. Amyas, late 
of Norw:ch, fortunately happened to be 
at my houſe at this juncture, to give me 
his advice and aſſiſtance. At firſt ſight we 
knew not how to act for the beſt in a caſe 
ſo diſmally circumſtanced ; we deliberated 
upon it, and at length reſolved to ſaw off 
a conſiderable portion of the bone, ac- 
cording to Fig. 1. Pl, 10, rather than in- 
8 H ſtantly 


FN. 7 
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ſtantly amputate the limb, conſidering the dif 
very drunken condition the boy was in; Nane 
vue then ſnipped off the looſe and tattered iſ 
teguments, removed ſome ſharp pointed N 
fragments of the bones, brought the parts N am 
into as good a ſtate as we could, dreſſed che 
in the common manner, and placed the the 
limb in a caſe well lined with wool, tow, the 
Sc. contrived fo as to give as little dif. Wy; 
turbance to it as poſſible upon dreſſing. Wy; 


Tu wound ſoon digeſted kindly, and 
the cure was effected by the common treat- | ſte 
| 
| 


ment, without any ill accident of conſe. 
quence ſupervening; which we aſcribed 
to our precaution in removing the frag- 


ments and ſplinters of the bones at the aſſ 
firſt dreſſing. 


IN about three weeks I was ſenſible, as MW w 
were ſeveral Surgeons, whoſe curioſity led 
them to ſee ſo uncommon a caſe, that the 
ſubſtance which grew in the ſpace of five W @ 
inches entirely void of bone, had acquired, 


in the middle only, a greater degree of hard- ¶ ſi 

neſs than fleſh : this circumſtance, which does ¶ ti 
not agree with the general received notion ir 
of the generation of Callus, we proved beyond 


diſ- 


; 
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: 
diſpute, with a ſharp-pointed inſtrument; 
and we obſerved that the offification was 


gradually formed from that central point, 
which was conſiderably advanced before 


any exfoliation was caſt off the ends of 
© the divided bone. In leſs than four months 
the whole ſpace was ſo well ſupplied with 


| the Callus, or rather new bone, that he 


was able to raiſe his leg when the bandage 
was off, without its bending. About a 


L 
* 


month after, he ventured without my 
knowledge, to ſtand upon it; it had then 


brag enough to bear an equal propor- 
tion of the weight of his body, and in a 
üttle more than half a year after the acci- 
dent he walked pretty well, without any 


N aſſiſtance. His leg is well ſhaped, not 
half an inch ſhorter than the other; and 
he told me ſome years ago, that he could 


walk forty miles in a day without pain. 


IN eleven compound fractures I have 


N en eee 
N. 4 e 3 * » 02 


} fawn off a conſiderable portion of the J- 


bia, and ſucceeded in both old and young 


. | ſubjects, which have given me fair oppor- 
tunities of obſerving every day's pr ogreſs 
| in the generation of Callus, and I always 
: | found i it had externally the appearance of 


H 2 gra- 
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granulations of fleſh, changing gradual. 
ly into bone: of which formation, grada- 
tion and change, I ſhall not here attempt 
an explication; but this, the laſt and the 
tollowing paragraphs are the more worthy 
of notice, as the preſervation of limhy 
may prove the conſequence of their being 
well conſidered. 


Ir the external wound happens to be 
ſmall in a compound fracture, an ample 
dilatation of it at the very firſt dreſſing, 
is a point which demands our particular 
attention, that any membranous ſtrictures, 
diſcoverable by gently introducing the fin- 
ger, may be ſet at liberty, by ſciſſors or 
otherwiſe ; that Coagulums of blood, ex- 
traneous bodies, looſe fragments and ſplin- 
ters of the bone may be extracted before 
the parts grow tenſe, inflamed and tender, 
in order to prevent the train of direful 
ſymptoms ariſing from irritation of the 
ſenſible parts: and if much of the whole 
ſubſtance of the bone protrudes, ſawing 
off a portion of it, will haſten the cure, 
and give an opportunity of keeping the 
limb in a true direction in the Caſe de- 
ſcribed in Pl. 6, either with or without the 
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machine repreſented in Pl. 7. Fig. 1. by 
itſelf; and upon the limb Fig. 2. to keep it 
ſteady and gently extended. 


Py this treatment and ſuch applications 
as are generally uſed in large lacerated 
wounds, in conjunction with a timely ob- 
ſervance of a proper Regimen, &c. the 
formidable accidents, as violent pain, fe- 
ver, inflammation, Sc. will in a great 
meaſure be obviated, as I have good rea- 
ſon to believe, founded upon experience, 
and ſuch ſucceſs, as makes me think this 
method, which I always purſued, cannot 
be too much inculcated. 


THis kind of accident is indeed very 
liable to a mortification, which ſhould not 


alarm the Surgeon to an haſty determina- 


tion of the loſs of the limb: as ſoon as 
there appears any tendency to it, after the 
uſe of an antiſeptic fomentation, with Sal. 
ammon. crud. diſſolved in it; dreſſing the 


wound with warm digeſtive twice a day; 
| wrapping the whole limb up in a cata- 
plaſm of barley-meal, bread, Spec. pro ca- 
_ faplafm. e Cymin. with the fomenting liquor, 
or ſuch like; applying bladders about a 
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third full of hot water to preſerve a due 
degree of heat from dreſſing to dreſſing, 
will be found very beneficial. Here alſo 
recourſe may be had to the Bark joining 
Rhubarb with it occaſionally ; but ti at ef. 
ficacious medicine requires great judgment 
and circumſpection in the uſe of it: much 
certainly may juſtly be expected from it 
in mortifications where there is a laxity of 
the fibres: Rad. ſerpentar. and Volatiles may 
be joined with it to great advantage in 
ſome caſes, and N7tre in others; but this is 
the Phyſician's province, 


The renewal of the bandage is painful to the px, 
tient, and troubleſome to the Surgeon in a compound 
fracture; in order to defend the bandage from the mat. 
ter, that we may be under no neceſſity of changing it 
often, the green waxed cloth, commonly called oiled- 
caſe, may be placed on the outfide of the compreſſes, 
which will effectually prevent that inconvenience. The 
compreſſes and tails of the bandage ſhould be moiſtened 
with S. J. Vin. rub. & Act mixt together, to correct 
the putrid offenſive ſmell of the matter, &c. 

As a caſe of this nature abſolutely confines the po- 
tient to his bed in one poſture, too much care cannot 
be taken to make it eaſy under him: if the limb be ſe- 
cured in the manner deſcribed, he may be ſafely lifted 
up with the ſheet at any time during his decumbiture, 
by two ſtrong perſons on each ſide, aſſiſting himſelf 
with the rope uſually fixt over him, whilſt the nurſe 
makes up the bed, and lays every thing ſmooth and 
even: but all this ſhould be conducted by the care and 
diſcretion of the Surgeon, 

Miſcel- 
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| Miſcellaneous remarks upon luxations. 


OMPOUND luxations are of a 


more dangerous nature than com- 
pound fractures, for very plain reaſons ; 
but if the Surgeon ſhould judge it adviſe- 
able to attempt ſaving a limb under ſuch 


& threatening circumſtances, I am inclined 
to think he will be more likely to ſucceed, 
by ſawing off the head of the bone, from 
what I have obſerved, eſpecially if it has 


| been long quite out, and expoſed to the 
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air. 


| Many years ago my old acquaintance 
and ingenious friend Mr. Cooper of Bungay 
was called to aſſiſt in an amputation, on 
account of an extraordinary accident of 


this nature at the ancle-joint in an old 


@ ſubject; but inſtead of conſenting to the 
intended operation, he ſawed off both the 
| head of the Tzbia and Fibula, as repre- 


| ſented in Pl. 10. Fig. 2. by which means 
he preſerved the limb, and made it fo uſe- 


| fat that the poor man walks, and works 
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for his bread; of which ſucceſs I am a 
' witneſs: theſe are caſes which call upon 
the Surgeon to join the greateſt prudenco 
to his {kill in his profeſſion. 


TH1s able Surgeon told me he had 
ſucceeded to his with in a young ſubject, 
by ſawing off the head of the Radius, 
which paſſed through and made a diſmal 
laceration of the tendons at the wriſt, and 
that his patient found little or no defect 
in the motion of the joint. I have alſo 
ſucceeded beyond my expectation in caſes 
of this nature by the ſame practice, 


MR. Freke's Commander, with a very 
little alteration, appears to me the beſt 
machine which I have ſeen, for the reduc- 
tion of an old and obſtinate luxation of 
the Humerus, as the limb may be moved 
in all directions during the extenſion, and 
the ſituation of the head of the bone exa- 
mined at the ſame time: I have ſucceeded 
by it in caſes of many months ſtanding, 
that would not yield to other methods, but 
great care is required in the uſe of it, par- 
ticularly to keep it in a true perpendicular 
direction againſt the patient's fide, which 


may 
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may very eaſily be effected by fixing it ſted- 
faſtly with ſcrews to the floor, if the baſe 
of it be enlarged; and to the ſide by a gir- 
dle round the body. 


In recent caſes I have always been fo 
happy as to ſucceed by hand, which is the 
beſt inſtrument when powerful enough, 
and in general violent force 1s not requir- 
ed: the method I have uſually followed 1s, 
placing the patient in a fitting poſture 
upon the floor, ſecuring his body in a 
good attitude with a band properly padded 
unto a hook ſcrewed into a door-poſt, by 
which means a fixed point is made, and 
we have leſs to attend to; this circum- 
ſtance is of no ſmall conſideration, for 


when the extenſion and counter-extenſion 


are made by the aſſiſtants placed in the 
common manner, it is ſcarce poſſible for 
the Surgeon to make them exert their force 
ſteadily and regularly enough to keep the 
arm at a right angle with the body, which 
is generally neceſſary, until he directs the 
depreſſion, or other direction of it. 


TrarT kind of luxation of the Hume- 


rus, where the head of the bone ſlips be- 


yond 
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yond the Coracoid Proceſs under the Pecto- 
ral Muſcle, and reſts upon a rib, may baf. 
fle the attempts of the ableſt Surgeons, as 
I have ſeen, both by hand and inſtrument, 
from the oppoſition which that proceſs 
makes to the return of it. An examina. 
tion of the ſceleton will make this matter 
very obvious, and as evidently ſhew the 
beſt pofition for the arm, in making the 
extenſion, to facilitate the return of the 
head of the bone: it is alſo poſſible that 
when the burſal ligament is upon the full 
ſtretch, it may ſuffer a laceration by a vio- 
lent force from the head of the bone, and 
then collapſe about its neck in ſuch a man- 
ner as to render reduction impoſſible. 


AFTER reduction and obſerving the 
general rules directed in fractures, to pre- 
vent or remove the common accidents, it 
ſhould always be remembered to give the 

joint gentle motions frequently, as ſoon as 
it will bear moving without cauſing pain, 
in order to prevent ſtiffneſs from an accu- 
mulation and ſpiſſitude of the Synovia; 
and to recover the action and power of the 
muſcles wherever the luxation happens to 
be, but more eſpecially when at the elbow. 
The 
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The ſame precaution ſhould be obſerved, 
when a fracture happens near a joint, that 
the Callus may not occaſion an incurable 
immobility of it; but in this caſe more 
care 1s required in moving the joint, leſt 
the union of the bone ſhould be inter- 


rupted. 


When a greater force than ordinary is required in the 
reduction of an arm or thigh, the pullies in Dr. Deſa- 
guliers's Experimental Philoſop/y, Pl. 10. Fig. 7. are 
zpplicable ſo as to exert their full power upon the 
bone itſelf; by which one perſon will be equal to ma- 
ny, even ſuppoſing their force by hand could be united 
commodioully to that purpoſe ; there ſeems to be no 
objection againſt their uſe, as they can be affixed to 
the part without injury, and have their power eaſily 
regulated. Scultetus.in his Armament. chirurg. has ſome- 
thing like them, which he took from Vitruvius. 
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A very remarkable caſe in conſe- 
quence of a ſimple fracture of 


the leg, in which ſtrait , bandage 


and other miſmanagement cauſed 
a mortification, and interrupted 


Nature in the union of the bone. 


G. of H. aged twenty five, of a ro- 

* buſt conſtitution, broke his leg in 
the depth of winter; immediately after the 
accident he ſent for a Surgeon, who was 
much addicted to drinking, and not be- 
ing in a condition at this time to do his 
duty, left the limb in a bad poſition with 
a ſtrait bandage upon it, which occaſioned 
a mortification : another Surgeon was cal- 
led, under whoſe care 1t remained about 
fix months, and probably by his too fre- 
quently diſturbing the limb, according to 
the patient's account, nature was diſap- 
pointed in her work, 


Tuts Surgeon not being able to conti- 
nue his attendance, the caſe fell under 
my care June the 3d 1740: the limb was 
now very crooked and œdematous, with 

a ſi- 
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a ſinuous ulcer and carious bone from the 
middle of it quite to the ancle. Having 
opened the Sinus ſufficiently, I found the 
whole ſubſtance of the bone, about three 
inches in length, moveable under an arch 
of Callus, as deſcribed in Pl. 10. Fig 3. 4. 
4. 4. grown as hard as bone; I ſaw no 
poſſibility of extracting this piece of dead 
bone without cutting away the arch of 
Callus, which, after laying it bare, was ef- 
fected with a ſmall carving gouge a little 
curved near the point, and an oblique- 
edged-chizzel and mallet. After extract- 
ing the piece of bone the ulcer healed 
kindly; the ſpace was filled up with a 
bony ſubſtance, and in about ſix months 
the limb became ſo uſeful that the man 
walked about: afterwards it was ſo ſtrong 
that he carried heavy burdens as he uſed 
to do, without any inconvenience. 


A SURGEON of my acquaintance, of 
unqueſtionable abilities, told me he aſſiſt- 
ed in an amputation in a caſe ſimilar to 
this, and frankly confeſſed, that upon 
examining the limb after it was taken off, 
it appeared to him it might have been 
ſaved by this method. 

Some 
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Some rules neceſſary to be obſerved 
in the treatment of {imple frac- 
tures. 


FTER reduction in the gentleſt 
k manner, and placing the limb in 
the eaſieſt poſition, repeated bleeding, 
keeping the body open, and the patient 
under a cooling, diluting Regimen, are of 
the utmoſt conſequence in order to pre- 
vent or remove pain, tenſion, inflamma- 
tion, &c. eſpecially if he be of a ſanguine 
or plethoric habit: by theſe means too, 
the part will be the ſooner brought into 
a condition to bear moderate preſſure to 
limit the growth of the Callus, upon 
which greatly depends making a lightly 
limb; for when the Callus is ſuffered to be- 
come luxuriant, it will be difficult, and 
perhaps out of the Surgeon's power, to 
ſubdue it to the patient's ſatisfaction. 
Principiis obſta is an excellent precept 
in Surgery. 


A CATAPLASM prepared with oat- 
meal, oil and vinegar, 1s one of the beſt 
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applications at firſt; but in the country 
the patient often lives at ſuch a diſtance 
from the Surgeon that he cannot attend 
to apply - and renew it ſo often as is ne- 
ceſſary: Unguent tripharm. or Cerat. alb. 
alone or mixed together will be found a 
good ſubſtitute ſpread upon a piece of the 
tailed bandage, by which and embrocat- 
ing the limb once a day, with warm oil 
and vinegar, the intention of the cata- 
plaſm will generally be well anſwered, and 
without any diſturbance to the limb: but 
applications, bandages, c. muſt be va- 
ried according to the age and conſtitution 
of the patient, ſeaſon of the year, and 
other circumſtances, all which will be 
conſidered by the judicious and attentive 
Surgeon. 


TE eighteen-tailed bandage, I think, 
is unexceptionable in ſimple as well as 
compound fractures; it is much more 
commodious than the roller, as it admits 
of viewing the limb, and making the ne- 
ceſſary applications without diſturbing it: 
the lappets of this bandage, if of a due 
length, may be drawn tight enough over 


compreſſes, to anſwer any purpoſe in the 


cure, 
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cure, as I have found by long and much 
experience ; but in the concluſion, when 
the leg proves &dematous; the laced-ſtock. 
ing is the moſt eligible bandage, as it 
makes a more equal preſſure than can poſ- 
ſibly be made with the roller to recover the 
elaſticity of the fibres. In ſuch a ſtate of 
the limb good friction with a fleſh-bruſh 
and a warm embrocation are adviſeable: 
the ſame means will alſo be found uſeful 
to reſtore the plumpnefs of the calf, which 
is apt to ſhrink and grow flabby during 
the cure of the fracture. 


I coNTRIVED the fracture caſe for 
the leg many years ago, as ſhewn in Pl. 
6. ſeparately and upon the limb, which! 
have found very uſeful in compound as 
well as in ſimple fractures: the ſame kind 
of caſe is applicable to either thigh or 
arm: it has longitudinally all the ſtiffneſs 
of a deal board of the ſame thickneſs, and 
tranſverſely all the flexibility of paper uſed 
upon ſuch occaſions, which by uſe and 
moiſture ſoon loſes its proper degree of 
ſtiffneſs: it is made of deal one eighth of 
an inch thick, with leather glued to it, and 
cut through to the leather at the — 
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of one ſixth of an inch with a fine ſaw or 
4 knife ſet to a certain gage, as the com- 
mon ſplints for fractures are cut; I ſcarce 
know which manner of cutting to give 
the preference to, but the ſaw-kerf allows 
of molt 5 


SEVERAL ſkilful and experienced Sur- 
geons have tried this caſe upon my recom- 
mendation, and have aſſured me, that 
they find it anſwers the purpoſe better than 
any other contrivance they have uſed or 
ſeen. It 1s portable in the pocket, and 
may be uſed very well by only reſting it 
upon a pillow, but, I think, to more ad- 
vantage with junks or a box for the leg, 
and junks for the thigh; it muſt be co- 
vered with wool, tow or ſoft linen cloths, 
and the limb equalized with the ſame 
materials, to make the bearing regular and 
eaſy, uſing pieces of ſtiff paper occaſio- 
nally where compreſſion is wanted. The 
vacuity between the calf and the heel re- 
quires to be particularly attended to, and 
uniformly filled up, to prevent a deformi- 
ty of the limb by the ſinking of the bone, 
and pain of the heel by the weight reſting 
too much upon that point. 


THIS 
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Tuts caſe perhaps would be of confi. ſ 
derable uſe in the Camp to tranſport thoſs 1 
with fractures from one place to another 
with the greater eaſe; or in the Navy to 
prevent their being ſo nah affected with 
any extraordinary motion of the ſhip: it 
has been made uſe of by two of my bre. 
thren in great buſineſs, to remove patient 
many miles in compound fractures; they 
have infarmed me that it anſwered the endif 
perfectly well, and that their patients com. 
plained of hut little pain upon the motion of 
the carriage. One of theſe Surgeons hai 
provided himſelf with various ſizes for 

thigh, leg and arm. When a wound hap. | 
- Pens to be underneath the limb, part of i 
the caſe may be cut away, to come at and 


dreſs it with eaſe to the patient. 


v1 
w 
 SQMEFIMES great inconveniences a. fü 
rife from the obliquity of ſimple fractures 
upon the leg as well as upon the thigh, 
which, the machine already mentioned for I ff 
the compound fracture may obviate: y 
whenever it may be thought proper to uſe p 
that with this caſe, intended when uſed WM fi 
alone to, pais.above and below the knee and t 
ancle- joints, it muſt be ſhortened ſo as to n 


leave 
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Weave room below the knee and above the 
Wancle to affix the machine. 


Tur gentle extenſion and ſteadineſs the 
umb will be kept in by theſe means, will 
5 greatly contribute to the prevention of 


pain upon any unavoidable motions, or 


Iſtartings in ſleep which frequently hap- 
pen; as well as preſerve the natural length 
Wand figure of it: and the patient may be 
moved from one part of the bed to ano- 
Ither with caſe and ſafety. When there is 
Ja good coaptation made of the fractured 
bone and maintained by gentle extenſion, 


che lateral preſſure of the caſe will take 


effect, without which, in this kind of 


0 fracture, the ends of the bone muſt ine- 


vitably ſhoot one over the other; under 
which circumſtance the caſe alone cannot 
fully anſwer the purpoſe. 


Ix is ſcarce poſſible that a broken limb 

ſhould” be kept ſufficiently ſteady, unleſs 
whatever is made uſe of for that purpoſe 
paſſes over the joint above and below the 
fracture, which this machine does, and at 


the ſame time gives an opportunity of 


moving them to prevent their growing 
12 ſtiff, 
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ſtiff, without diſturbing the fractured 
bone; ſo does the caſe when uſed alone, 
where a continued extenſion is not re- 
quired; which are circumſtances that ſhould 
by no means be over-looked in the ma. 
nagement of fractures. 


How to keep a fractured thigh duly 
extended, in adults, has exerciſed the 
thoughts of ſome of the ableſt Surgeons, 


and it is indeed a point of great importance 
to be well effected. 


I Sor a machine made lately for this 
purpoſe, according to a ſketch I drew of 
it many years ago, and ſoon met with a 
fair opportunity of trying its uſefulneſs: 
I found it anſwered my deſign beyond my 
expectation in a very bad oblique fracture, 
attended with a violent cough, which oc- 
caſioned extreme pain by ſhaking the limb, 
and deprived the patient of reſt; it kept 
the part ſenſibly to himſelf in a gentle 
extenſion and ſteady poſture, ſo that it was 
not the leaſt affected with the cough after- 
wards, which before, according to his own 
expreſſion, gave him ſuch a ſenſation of 
pain as if the ends of the bone had been 

thruit- 
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in SURGERY. 117 
thruſting into the fleſh. The machine be- 
ing lined with ſoft oiled leather, and well 
ſtuffed with wool, ſat very eaſy upon the 

art without the leaſt excoriation. Pieces 
f buff-leather, I imagine, would defend 


the limb againſt the machine as well as 
the lining and ſtuffing, 


inrs machine is very ſimple in its 
conſtruction, and is intended to maintain 
its power upon the limb, in any poſition 
| neceſſary to put that or the body in, and 
I hope repeated trials will farther confirm 
its uſefulneſs: in PI. 7. Fig. 3. it is ſhewn 
by itſelf, and in Fig. 4. upon the .thigh 
with the fracture caſe, both which leave 
good room to open and dreſs the limb, 
| without removing any more than the up- 
per part of the caſe confined with the liga- 
tures, and turmkits which are of excel- 
| lent uſe in ſtraitening or looſening the li- 
| | patures, without any hazard of giving diſ- 
turbance to the limb. 
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| AFTER the caſe is well lined with 
f | wool or other ſoft materials, the tailed- 
{ bandage ſhould be laid over that lining, 
| having the upper piece ſpread with Un- 
| guent, tripharm. or Cerat. album, to receive 
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the fractured limb, before reduction, that 
it may not be liable to diſturbance imme- 
diately after; upon which it ſhould be 
gently extended in a true direction, that 
as little pain as poſſible may be excited, 
increaſing the extenſion gradually to the 
neceſſary degree: thus the bone will often 
be reduced without much uneaſineſs to the 
patient; but when the extenſion 1s haſtily 
made with great force, the violence of the 
pain, ſometimes throws the muſcles into 
ſuch ſpaſmodic contractions, as more than 


counteract any extending power the hand 


can exert to bring the bone into a reduct- 


ble ſtate. If the machine be uſed with the 


DE oe Ee EE rag” as Star 


caſe, that ſhould be placed under it at firſ | 


for the ſame reaſon. 


PL AsTER-compreſſes appear to me the 
beſt to prevent an exuberance of Callus; 


and when a limb happens to be diſtorted, 
if the Callus will yield, by apply ing one 
of a conſiderable thickneſs to the protu- 
berant part, and two to the other ſide of 
the limb, leaving a due ſpace directly op- 
poſite to the protuberance, it may, by the 
uſe of the machine to extend it, and by the 
force of the turnikit- ligatures upon the 

frac- 
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in SURGERY, 119 
fracture caſe, be gradually reduced to a 
good figure, without cauſing an immode- 
rate degree of pain, as I have experienced 


in ſome inſtances. I have ſucceeded with- 
out the uſe of the machine. 


Tux ſame kind of compreſſes are alſo 
of ſignal ſervice in a fracture of the rib 
or clavicle, the latter of which requires 
nice management to prevent deformity ; 
the cavity between the Sternum and Acro- 


mien Scapule ſhould be gradually filled up 


with them and other comprefles, with 
pieces of ſtiff paper upon them, that ſuf- 
ficient preſſure may be made upon the frac- 
tured part, by the roller artfully turned 
ſo as to keep the fractured bone gently 
extended ; without which precautions the 
Callus will frequently prove very luxuriant. 
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120 CASES and REMARKS, &c. 
FLATE VI. 


Fig. 1. The inferior piece, which, for a 
limb of a common ſize, require; 
to be 22 inches long; from the 
hollow at the ham to that at the 
heel 13 inches, and about g 
broad at the calf. 


2. The ſuperior piece ſhould be about 
12 inches long, and 6 broad at 
the top. 


3. The ſole-piece may be 10 or 12 
inches long, broad at the top 
42, at the bottom 32. 


4. The turnikits and wire paſſing 
through them, uſed in ſtraiten- 
ing the circular ligatures. The 
turnikits ſhould be about 2+ 

inches long, reſembling a pe- 
ruke-maker's pipes. 


5. The ſeveral pieces, which compoſe 
the caſe, ſhewn upon the limb. 


Leather ſtraps and buckles may be uſed 
to ſupport the ſole-piece inſtead of fillets, 
The loops for the fillets to paſs through, 
may be made with large braſs wire or leather. 
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Fig. 1. The tranſom, to which the ſole is ſe. 
| cured, opens and 1s fixed by the 
pin; and the machine may occaſi- 
onally be made wider, as appears 
by other holes in the tranſom, 
| about which, on each ſide of the 
| ſole, fillets are to be tied, coming 
from adimity or canvas piece laced 
| round the heel and inſtep, to 
make the extenſion upon the 
| working of the ſcrews. 

2, Shews themachine and caſe together 
upon the limb. 

3. The longitudinal parts of the ma- 
chine for the thigh, ar. deſigned 
to move upon the circular plates, 
by which means it may be acco- 
modated to limbs of a different 
ſize; and as there is a pin at each 
end of. the circular plates, if the 
limb happens to be larger than 
ordinary, ſtraps of leather may 
be added. 

| 4. Shews the machine with the caſe 
| upon the thigh. There ſhould 
be two keys, that the machine 


may be wrought on both ſides at 
the ſame time, | 


. | Remarks 


Remarks upon Amputation. 


HOUGH the preſervation of limbs 

undoubtedly gives the higheſt plea- 
ſure and reputation to Surgeons, and is 
the object they ought always to have in 
view, yet, when amputation is found ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſave life, there are 
ſome circumſtances worth attending care- 
fully to for the eaſe and benefit of the 
FED: 


SURGEONS have long complained of 
the great inconveniences attending a want 
of fleſh, to cover the end of the bone in 
amputation above the knee, by which the 
cure is much retarded ; the ſtump left in a 
conical form when cured, and more liable 
to external injuries ever after. 

Ix order to prevent theſe inconveniences, 
many methods have been propoſed and 
tried, which have not fully anſwered the 
end. In Pl. 8. is the figure of a retractor 
made of firm ſtrong leather, which I in- 

vented 


5 


———— — — — 
P ˙¹- é ̃— Ä . r — 


124 CASES and REMARKS 


vented and firſt uſed in 1739, and, if rights 
ly applied and managed, I am convinced 
by repeated trials, will effectually anſwer 
the purpoſe : the length of it for a limb 
of a common ſize, ſhould be 14 inches, 
the breadth in the middle about 5, and 
the diameter of the central hole a little 
more than one: the lines direct the divi- 
ſion of it. | 


AFTER making the double circular 
inciſion with the utmoſt exactneſs, in the 
uſual manner, the operator may ule either 
of the ſhort knives deſcribed in the ſame 
plate, to divide the muſcles quite round, 
about two inches up, cloſe to the Perioſ- 
teum; then put on the Retractor, adapting 
the hole of it well round the bone upon 
the Perioſteum, deſiring an aſſiſtant to draw 
up the muſcles equally and regularly with 
it, as far as ſhall be thought neceſſary; af- 
ter this, the bone 1s to be ſawn as near the 
Retractor as poſſible, without paying any 
regard to the Perioſteum, which will be no 
impediment to the motion of the ſaw; 
the more the bone be denudated of this 
membrane, the more liable it will be to 
exfoliate; but if the Surgeon chuſes to 
ſcrape 
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ſerape the Perioſteum off the bone before 
he ſaws it, he will have a fairer opportu- 
nity of doing ſo when the muſcles are thus 
retracted. The Retractor has a farther 
uſe, for, by incloſing the fleſh, it defends 
it from the ſaw, and makes a more decent 
appearance in the eyes of the ſpectators, 
which is a matter of ſome conſequence. 


As much fleſh may be ſaved by theſe 
means as the Surgeon judges proper; I 
have found an inch and a half or two 
inches ſufficient, which I always made an 
allowance for, as far as I could, in the 
circular inciſion. When the muſcles, Sc. 
are brought down equally, and cover the 
end of the bone, ſtrips of common plaſter 
applied at due diſtances, paſſing through 


ſlits at the end of the ſtump over the uſual 


dreſſing, and reflected four or fiye inches 
up the thigh will prove powerful enough 
to keep them in that ſituation, and be caſy 
to the patient: thus a ſtronger preſſure 
may be made at the end of the ſtump, if 
required, than can well be by the roller ; 
but when a ſtrong preſſure is not required, 


the ſtrips of plaſter only decuſſating at 


the 
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the end of the ſtump will be ſufficient, 
without paſſing through ſlits, 


1 H Avx recommended this method to, 
and practiſed it in the preſence of, ſeveral 
of my ingenious brethren; 1t has met 
with their approbation, and after trying it 
themſelves, they have aſſured me that it 
fully anſwers the intention: ſince I fol- 
lowed this method, I have cured many 
ſtumps without any projection, or viſible 
exfoliation of the bone; or the cicatrice 
being near fo broad as uſual, In the laſt 
amputation I performed upon the thigh, 
there was an abſolute neceſſity of doing it 
much higher up than ordinary, yet, though 
it was a large limb, the cicatrice was but a 
few lines broader than the diameter of the 
bone, which was left concealed in a little 
cavity; the ſtump was ſpeedily healed with- 
out any exfoliation. (a 


(a) Neat ten years ago a friend of mine was at Paris, 
who had ſome converſation upon this ſubje& with the 
Surgeon whoſe pupil he was, and he approved the me- 
thod : at an Univerfity, where he was afterwards a ſtu- 
dent, he mentioned the ſame to a Surgeon of an Hoſ- 
pital there, who was by him induced to try it, and he 
ſaid that it anſwered the intention much to his fatisfac- 
tion. | 
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Tux paſſing of the needle very deep? 
and including a great circumference of 
fleſh, &c. within the ligatures, in taking 
up the arteries, create unneceſſary pain, 


without ſo effectually anſwering the main 


end and purpoſe ; for they will ſoon cut 
through the ſoft fleſh, and may not then 
ſufficiently compreſs the veſſels to prevent 
future bleeding ; beſides they often lay the 
foundation of Sinuſes troubleſome to cure, 
and cauſe other inconveniences ; there- 
fore all poſſible care ſhould be obſerved 
in paſling the needle, which may be more 
certainly done without incloſing too much 
of any ſubſtance, when the mouth of the 
veſſel can be diſcovered without looſening 
the tourniquet-ligature; and thoſe well 
acquainted with the courſe of the arteries, 
after the blood 1s well ſpunged up, will be 
able to diſcern, and take up moſt of them 
neceſſary to pay regard to, without being 
ſhewn them in that manner ; but when it 
1s required to looſen the tourniquet-liga- 
ture, it ſhould be done very ſlowly and 
cautiouſly, that the blood may not flow 
with impetuoſity; the leaſt bubbling ap- 
pearance of it at the mouth of the veſſel 

. will 
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will be direction enough to an operator 
that is not precipitate, 


Pain is a fruitful evil that requires 
the utmoſt attention to prevent or remove; 
therefore above all things ſtrait bandage 
ſhould be -avoided, to which from the in. 
terruption of the circulation of the blood 
may juſtly be aſcribed not only pain but 
many of the moſt threatening conſequen- 
tial ſymptoms; a very little reflection will 
ſufficiently convince us of the abſurdity 
of the practice, and that inſtead of pre- 
venting, it tends directly to cauſe a freſh 
hemorrhage, as has been demonſtrated by 
one of the greateſt men of the age. (a) 


Sor T lint evenly applied, a plaſter of 
Unguent. tripharm. or Cerat. alb. confined 
with ſlips of common plaſter and a knitted 
 woollen cap will be found dreſſing and 
bandage ſufficient in whatever part ampu- 
tation 1s performed, which readily yield- 
ing to the diſtention of the veſſels upon 
the increaſed force and velocity of the 
blood, will allow a more uninterrupted 


(a) Profeſſor Monro at Edinburgh. 
reflux; 
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reflux ; conſequently leſs pain, fever and 
inflammation ; not ſo much offenſive glect, 
and a quicker digeſtion of the wound, as 
I have obſerved in many inſtances. Hence 
we may reaſonably infer, that the patient's 
life will be expoſed to leſe danger if ftrait 
bandage be omitted in amputation. As 
this method of dreſſing after the operation 


is the moſt ſimple and expeditious, as well 


as the eaſieſt and ſafeſt, it may particular- 
ly merit the conſideration of Gentlemen of 
the Faculty employed in the Army and 
Navy. 


In order to make the circular inciſion with the more 
exactneſs, the uſe of a leather inſtead of a common 
fillet is adviſeable to thoſe not converſant in amputation ; 
one or two thickneſſes of which riſe enough above the 
{uperficies of the ſkin to be an unerring direction to the 
knife even in an hand not quite ſteady ; there is ano- 
ther advantage as it keeps the muſcles fiimer together 
to reſiſt the knife, which are frequently very flabby 
where this operation is requiſite : a ſecond fillet, about 
three fourths of an inch from the firſt may ſometimes 
be found neceſſary to the ſame purpoſe ; for in the 
cure of the ſtump much depends upon an exact and 
regular ſection of the ſkin, Mimbrand adipo;a, and the 
muſcles : I am inclined to think they may be cut, eſpe- 
cially the muſcles, to a greater exactneſs with a {trait 
knife. | 

Inſtead of the common tourniquet and ligature I 
have ſome years uſed Mr. Frete's machine, which is ſu- 
perior to any contrivance I have ſeen for that purpoſe ; 
but when this is not at hand it will be prudeut to affix 

b K two 
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two ligatures to the compreſs, one of which may be 
rolled up and pinned back out of the way, to have in 
readineſs if the other ſhould happen to break: I give 
this caution, having been preſent when I was a young 
man upon ſuch an alarming circumſtance happening in 
the middle of the operation, upon the thigh of a ſlout 
man, which threw the operator into confuſion, and 
made an impreſſion upon the ſpectators to our diſad- 
vantage; it was owing to the perſon employed in hold- 
ing the tourniquet inadvertently twiſting the ligature 
too much; therefore great care ſhould be taken in ty. 
ing it, ſo that one turn of the ſtick or a very little 
more may make it ſtrait enough: ever ſince this acci- 
dent I have been particularly careful in this point, 
There is no hazard of the ligature's breaking thus in 
Mr. Freke's machine, as it rolls round a cylinder, nor 
does it pucker the flabby ſkin ; beſides it is much more 
expeditiouſly ſtraitened and looſened than the common 
tourniquet or that of Monſr. Petit; but inſtead of the 


wooden it ſhould have a ſoft compreſs and of larger 
dimenſions, 


Of 
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Of a compound fracture, and an am- 
putation in conſequence of it, at- 
tended with very remarkable cir- 
cumſtances. 


December 12th, 1756. 


R. Layman of Diſs, a man of ge- 
nius and great abilities in his pro- 
feſſion, deſired me to join in conſultation 
with him, and ſome other Surgeons, in 
the caſe of a man aged about thirty five, 
of an indifferent habit of body, who re- 
ceived the day before a compound frac- 
ture upon his leg, by a waggon going 
over it. 


Wxl found a piece of the whole ſub- 
ſtance of the Tibia, and another of the 
Fibula between four and five inches long, 
exactly correſponding with each other in 
length, looſe in the wound; the muſcles, 
Ec. contuſed and lacerated in a moſt un- 
common manner, 


> 


Ar TER ſtrictly examining the caſe, we 
were unanimoully of opinion, that amputa- 
K 2 tion 
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tion without delay was moſt adviſeable ; it 
was accordingly performed, in which ſome 
circumſtances occurred that we were not 
aware of : we thought we had indiſputa- 
bly determined for the beſt, in agreeing 
to take off the limb below the knee, from 
what we obſerved externally, and by the 
examination we made with our fingers in 
the wound; but in the operation, the 
fleſh between the bones was found ſo oft, 
that it would not reſiſt the knife, and the 
Fibula was ſo looſe at its junction with 
the Tibia, that it could not be ſawn with- 
out great difficulty, though the perſons 
who held the limb, took particular care 
to keep it ſteady both above and below: 
we alſo found it extremely difficult to ap- 
prehend the artery, incloſed in this ſoft 
fleſh, which would not well bear the liga- 
ture, and probably from that condition of 
the fleſh, the veſſel had liberty to retract 
farther than 1t could otherwiſe have done, 


Fon the looſeneſs of the remainder 
of the Fibula and the fleſhy ſubſtance be- 
tween that and the Tibia having ſuffered 
ſo much, we were of opinion, that the 
bones were broken by the firſt wheel, and 


the 
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the ſecond coming upon that part of the 
Fibula, nipped the intermediate ſubſtance 
between it and the Tibia, as in a vice. 


Ev ER thing promiſed ſucceſs till the 
ſeventh day after the operation, when a 
violent effuſton of blood proceeded from 
the veſſel that was inveloped in the ſoft 
contuſed fleſh, whilſt Mr. Layman was 
dreſſing the ſtump. The uſe of the needle 
and ligature was now judged impractica- 
ble, from the great loſs of muſcular ſub- 
ſtance far up between the bones, nor could 
Mr. Layman, after having checked the he- 
morrhage with the tourniquet, make the 
artery bleed again, though he let the liga- 
ture quite looſe and waited a conſiderable 
time for that purpoſe: he then applied a 
piece of Agaric of the Oak, as nearly as 
he could gueſs over the mouth of the veſ- 
ſel, with good compreſſion. 


AFTER having proceeded thus far he 
diſpatched a meſſenger for me, that we 
might conſider together how to guard a- 
gainſt this impending danger. Two days 
after, we were again alarmed with an hæ- 
morrhage from the ſame veſſel, which 
K 3 proved 
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proved fo violent as to bring the patient's 
life into the moſt imminent danger, 
though a perſon conſtantly attended to 
uſe the tourniquet occaſionally, but he 
was not vigilant in his poſt. 


As the needle and hgature were now 
become entirely uſeleſs, and the Agaric 
had proved ineffectual, we had recourſe 
to a vitriol button, after ſtopping the 
courſe of the blood with a tourniquet, and 
kept the ligature ſtrait until we thought 
the Eſebar was formed: in the dreſſing 
we applied lint and little pieces of ſtiff 
paper, with ſmall compreſſes of cloth, ſo 
as to riſe ſufficiently above the ſurface of 
the ſtump, that the compreſſive force might 
be increaſed, as occaſion ſhould require, 
particularly and directly over the veſſel, 
without affecting the ſtump in general. 
Having done thus, we gave him an opi- 
ate, and employed a perſon to make a 
conſtant preſſure with his hand at the end 
of the ſtump over a circular piece of ſtiff 
paper, but not to ſuch a degree as to cauſe 
much pain: then we ſpeedily contrived a 
machine to act more equally and effectu- 
ally than the hand; both of us recollect- 
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ing what Monſr. Petit has wrote upon this 
ſubject, at once fell upon his plan, but we 
made our machine much lighter, - leſs com- 
plex, and more powerful, as the fixt points 
were upon the ſhoulders, than that which 
he invented for the Marquiſs of Rothelin, 
whoſe life was reduced to the utmoſt dan- 
ger, by an effuſion of blood twenty one 
days after the amputation of his thigh. (a) 


Wx agreed upon dreſſing again three 
days after, and then to apply buft-leather, 
anſwerable to the extent of the Eſthar, 
moiſtened with ardent ſpirits in order to 
prolong the fall of the Eſchar: this we 
thought was the beſt ſubſtance to reſiſt the 
Inpetus of the blood at the mouth of the 
artery; and it was uſed after the ſepara- 
tion of the Eſcbar, until nature ſupplied 
a ſtrong, and a better, covering of fleſh. 


(a) The relation of this extraordinary caſe is inſert- 
ed at large in the Jem. de l' Acad. Roy. des Sciences for 
the year 1731, and epitomized in the Elogy upon that ce- 
lebrated Surgeon in the ſecond volume of the Am. de 
P Acad. de chirurgie; he then wrote a diſſertation con- 
cerning Coagulums of blood in the arteries, as the 
means of ſtopping the hæmorrhage after amputation, 
and took great pains to propagate and eſtabliſh that 
notion, which his own patient's caſe as well as this of 
our's ſeems to overthrow. 


K 4 THE 
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THe tourniquet was conſtantly uſed 
during the time of dreſſing, and conti- 
nued until the machine was again well ad- 
juſted, which the patient ſaid always made 
his ſtump eaſter, by a moderate degree of 
preſſure at the end; and the reaſon of 
that effect is obvious enough. We uſed 
Freke's tourniquet, and that the frequent 
application of it might not affect the 
thigh, the place was frequently changed, 
and well defended againſt the ligature. 


ArTER this we had no farther trouble 
from the bleeding, the ſtump healed kind- 
ly, and the patient recovered as good 
health as before the accident, We do at- 
tribute the preſervation of his life, in a 
great meaſure, to the uſe of this machine, 


which is deſcribed in Pl. 9. For a ſtump 


of a common ſize the external plate may 
be about five inches in diameter, the inter- 
nal four: they may be made circular, or a lit- 
tle elliptical, or of ſuch a figure as the Sur- 
geon thinks fit. 


Among the reſt of our chirurgical converſation at 
this meeting, mention was made of an accident, in 
which one of the arteries between the Tibia and Fibu- 
% was opened about the middle of the leg, and the 


bleed- 
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bleeding ſtopped from time to time by various method., 
but at Fa it was thought adviſeable to amputate the 
limb. 7 
Upon reflection it occurred to me, that in this caſe 
the removal of two or three inches of the Fibula was 
practicable ; which probably might have given a fair 
opportunity of coming at the bleeding veſſel, and 
proved the means of preſerving the limb, 


PLATE 
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PLATE IX. 


8. a, Circular ligatures to pin the bands to, 
intended to paſs over the ſhould- 
ers, in order to keep them parallel, 
and they ſhould alſo be pinned to 

a waſte band for the ſame purpoſe. 


5. The tourniquet and ligature, 


c. c. The fillets, paſſing through the up- 
per and lower ſlits, to keep the 
machine ſteady and in a true di- 


rection when pinned to the ban- 
dage. 


If the machine be uſed above the knee, 
it may be better to have the bands paſs on 
the anterior and poſterior parts of the 
thigh than on the ſides, to prevent obli- 
quity in their direction. How far this 
little inconvenionce might be prevented, 
by paſſing in that manner, when the ma- 
chine is wanted below the knee, I have 
not yet experienced. 


The 
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The opinion concerning Coaguliums 
{ of blood plugging up the arteries 


after amputation of a limb, brief- 


ly conſidered. 


NGENIOUS men ſometimes offer 
experiments which are defective, or ob- 
ſervations not well conſidered, to ſupport 
their favourite notions: and when men of 
the greateft characters and abilities advance 
any theory, urging at the ſame time an 
experiment, or obſervation to enforce it, 
we are too apt to yield our aſſent, with- 
out making ſuch inquiry into it, as every 
inveſtigator of truth ought to do, 


THr1s ſeems to have been the caſe in 
regard to Monſr. Petit, concerning Coagu- 
lums of blood being formed in the arte- 
ries, as the means of ſtopping the hæ- 
morrhage after amputation: that great 
man, and thoſe who have adopted his no- 
tion, poſitively aſſert, that upon examin- 
ing after the death of the patient, they 
found Coagulums of blood continued up 
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thoſe canals even to the length of four 
inches: but granting this to be a fact, it 
cannot be admitted as concluſive evidence 
of their exiſtence before, or until the pa. 
tient is in Extremis, when probably they 
may begin to be formed. 


AccoRDING to that Hypotheſis, the 
coagulated blood muſt either remain in 
the veſſels or liquify and return in a pu- 
trid ſtate; againſt which, I think, many 
weighty objections might be brought, and 
experiments made to put the matter be- 
yond controverſy, It appears to me high- 
ly reaſonable, that the native heat of the 
part, and the action of the veſſels, keep the 
blood in a ſtate of fluidity fit to be received 
by the collateral branches, when checked 
by natural or artificial means in its direct 
progreſſive courſe, after amputation of the 
limb, and that the divided veſſels then re- 
tracting, collapſe and coaleſce as far as 
their firſt ramifications, having their mouths 
ſoon ſealed up with fleſh, growing from 
the nutritious veſſels, which work of na- 
ture is pretty evident upon the ſtump. 


The uſe of fungous ſubſtances in reſtraining hæ- 
morrhages, is the revival of an ancient practice, as 
appears from many undoubted authorities, 1 
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If Agaric of the oak could have been depended upon 
n all caſes, inſtead of the needle and ligature, a pain- 
fl part of operations would have been ſpared, and it 
muſt then have been conſidered as a diſcovery worthy 
of the high Encomiums beſtowed upon it by its advocates 
at firſt, Who undoubtedly had the good of mankind in 
| view. I uſed the Agaric twice ſucceſsfully in amputa- 
tions below the knee, as appears by my letter to Mr. 
Warner, Surgeon to Guy's Hoſpital, which he deſired 1 
would conſent to the publication of in the Philaſaphical 
Tranſattims ;- but it required great care in the applica- 
tion, and I never durſt venture to rely upon its power 
above the knee; ſtill, I think, it may be of ule to a 
prudent Surgeon, and worth keeping by him. 

I have ſince made ſome experiments, by which it does 
not appear to have the characteriſtic of a ſtyptic, or to 


act by a corrugating property, but rather by its ſoft tex- 


| ture and adheſive quality: therefore, if that or any 
other ſimilar ſubſtance ſhould be farther tried in am- 
putations, I would recommend the uſe of the machine 
already mentioned, which Mr. Layman and I uſed in 
his patient's caſe, and which he has fince uſed with 
great advantage. 
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A caſe in which the Tibia was affec- 
ted to an extraordinary degree in 
a very ſhort time, by a critical dif. 
charge of febrile matter upon a 
leg, which had been fractured 
ſome years before. 


A. of N. B. aged about forty, was 
* ſeized on February, 1740, with a fe- 
ver, attended with moſt violent ſymptoms, ti 
and in about a fortnight, a ſwelling ſud. tl 
denly appeared up the whole leg, accom- a 
panied with great inflammation and pain; 
matter was ſoon diſcovered from the knee 
to the ancle, which upon opening was 
found very ill-conditioned, and the bone 
carious its whole length. 


on © <<. MO 


Mx. Barker, an old practitioner of 
great {kill and experience and his ſon were 
concerned; Mr. Layman and I being con- 
ſulted were of opinion, that amputation 
was the only means of preſerving the pa- 
tient's life, 


UrpoN 
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UroN examining the limb after it was 
| taken off, we found the Tibia full of pu- 
rulent matter inſtead of marrow, which 
| had corroded the bone quite through in an 
| infinite number of places, and in two places 
it was totally divided, as appears by a re- 
| preſentation of it, in Pl. 10. Fig. 4. No 
part of the bone was free from the Caries, 
| but the callus had evidently moſt reſiſted 
| the acrimony of the matter, 


THE man was in a very bad condi- 
tion to bear the operation, on account of 
the fever, a cough, &c. but it ſucceeded, 
and he recovered a good ſtate of health. 


Tux dreadful ravages the febrile matter 
here made in the bony compages, is a con- 
| vincing evidence, to what an high degree 
| of acrimony and corroſiveneſs animal juices 
may arrive in a ſhort time. 


An 
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An ulcer with a Caries of the Tibia 
in which the actual cautery Kemed 
of ſignal ſervice. 


June, 1743. 


Was conſulted for the Daughter of 

Mr. S. of V. at the deſire of her Sur- 
geon. She was of a lax cachectic habit, 
and had an ulcer upon her leg with a Ca- 
ries of the bone of about four years ſtand- 
ing, extending from three or four inches 
below the knee near to the ancle-joint, 


which had been rationally treated by ſeve- 


ral Sur geons, without the uſe of the cau- 
tery. 


Ar r R carefully examining the caſe, 
finding the bone ſoft the whole length of 
the Caries and covered with hard ill- con- 
ditioned fleſh, growing unequally out of 
the bone itſelf to a conſiderable thickneſs, 
I imagined that the firſt ſtep towards ſav- 
ing the limb muſt be bringing the bone in- 
to a ſtate of dryneſs, with the actual cau- 


tery, 


eber OO 


t 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 


cautery, the whole extent of the Cari . 


in order to prevent the growth of fun- 
gous fleſh from thence; for though 
many exfoliations had, from time to 
time, been obtained, yet they did not 
prove ſufficient to lay the foundation for 
healing 4 


As cauſtics had been long tried in vain 
to lay the bone bare and keep it ſo, the 
patient and her Surgeon readily conſent- 
ing, I cut quite round the ulcer to the 
bone, encompaſſing all the bad fleſh by 
the inciſion, then ſcraped it clean off, and 
as much of the ſoft bone along with it 
as was practicable, with a Scalprum, and 
dreſſed with dry lint; two days after, 
when that was removed, the cauteriza- 
tion of the bone to dryneſs, effectually 
prevented any future vegetation of bad 
fleſh to obſtruct the cure. Afterwards I 
perforated the bone in ſeveral places with 
a ſmall crown of the Trepar, and found 
it affected in its whole thickneſs as I ſuſ- 
pected. The weaknefs of the bone con- 
fined the patient to her bed, and obliged 
us to keep the limb encompaſſed with a 

» i — caſe 
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caſe of ſtiff paper, for ſome time, as in a 
fracture. 


Ix canſguence of this method ſuch 
exfoliations were obtained, as laid a foun- 
dation for the cure, which now proceed- 
ed very well, but it was a work of long 
time to complete it. Particular care was 
taken to correct the Dyſcracy of her blood, 
by diet and medicine. She enjoys to this 
day good health and has no manner of 
complguny 1 in the limb. | 


Though the actual cautery is juſtly decried in carious 
E in — by the ableſt practitioners of the pre- 

nt age, yet this Species of Caries ſeems to require the 
uſe of it, and I am convinced, from Teveral inſtances, 
that it admits of it to great advantage; it anſwered be- 
yond our expectation in this particular caſe, and I nc- 
ver ſaw ſo ſtrong an inſtance of its efficacy : though it 
muſt carry terror with it, yet this r faid ſhe had 
ſuffered much more, to no purpoſe, by the application 
and frequent repetition of the cauſtics, * 

Whea the dread of the patient will not allow of the 
uſe of the actual cautery in a cafe of this nature, after 
making the bone bare as mentioned, the Lap. infernal, 
or Cant. commun. fort. and Spirit. "Vitriok may ſupply 
its place, in bringing the diſtempered bone into the ſtate 


.of a dry Caries, by firſt rubbing it well with a piece of 


the cauſtic, and then ſtriking a ſmall quantity of the 
ſpirit over it with a feather, This * I have alſo 
tried with good effect. 


Cel iii 
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Celſus ſays, de Morbis Q im, pag. 539. Edit. Vard. 


inden. Oportet ante omnia os nudare, ulcere exciſa, & 
fi latius eft ejus vitium, quam ulcus fuit, carnem ſubſecare, 
donec undigue os titegrum atefiat : tum id quad pingue eſt, 
ſemel iterumve ſatis eſt admeto ferramento adurere, ut ex 
es ſquama ſecedat; aut radere donec jam aliquid cruris of+ 
tengatur, que integri offis nota t; nam neceſſe e/t ariaum 
fila, quod vitiatum e/!, 


.- 
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Of weak and diſtorted limbs. 


T HE general rules to be obſerved in 
the management of them are, ſup- 

porting the weak parts, oppoſing the in- 
clination of the bones and counteraCting 
the bending force, without creating pain 
or interrupting the.circulation of the blood, 
Certainly it 1s not leſs neceſſary, that the 
parts of our fabric, connected in a won- 
derful manner, ſhould have a juſt and 
regular bearing one upon another for 


ſtrength and ſupport, than thoſe of any 
piece of architecture. 


A MACHINE of the kind ſhewn in 
PI. 11. I have by experience found very 
uſeful, in curing and relieving various diſ- 
orders of the knee and ancle-joints, when 
other methods had not ſucceeded, 


Wurm there is great weakneſs in theſe 
joints, and they are apt to incline inwards 
or outwards in young or old ſubjects, the 
eommon bandages cannot reſiſt the incli- 

nation 
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nation of the bones; and if applied very 
ſtrait with a view of giving ſupport to 
the relaxed parts, they may ſo far inter- 
rupt the circulation of the blood as to 
.cauſe an atrophy of the limb, which I have 
ſeen more than once from ſuch miſmanage- 
ment. 


Ip a weakened limb be kept in its true 
direction, Nature alone will frequently re- 
ſtore its proper tone or elaſticity ; but if 
it falls into an ill poſition, until that be 
rectified, little relief can reaſonably be ex- 
pected from the moſt efficacious applica- 
tions. 


A FEw years ago I was conſulted about 
a gentleman's ſon, who had long been lame 
in his ancle-joint, and treated with the 
common applications and bandages, un- 
der which he grew daily worſe : I found 
the ligaments much relaxed, and the Tibia 
by degrees had loſt its perpendicular direc- 
tion, projecting a great way over the Aſtra- 
galus, by which means the limb became 
extremely weak, and the point of the Fi- 
bula bore hard againſt the external part of 
L 3 the 
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the ancle, cauſing almoſt intolerable pain 
there, every ſtep he made.. 

In this caſe I directed a moveable eaſy 
pad ſhould be added to the machine, to 
bear againſt the protuberant part of the 
bone, which, by virtue of a ſcrew,. acted 
upon it gradually juſt as it could be born, 
and was found neceſſary: by turning the 
ſcrew a little every day, the limb was 
ſoon reduced to its natural poſition with- 
out exciting pain of any conſequence; 
and in a few months he walked very 
well, without the aſſiſtance of the machine 
or a ſtick, 


SOMETIMES I have directed it to be 
made double, in order to paſs both on the 


inſide and outſide of the limb, for the 


greater ſupport and ſecurity, 


ABouT three years ago I fo far re- 


lieved a gentleman's wife, by this means, 
as to enable her to walk, though by ex- 


ternal injuries done to both knees ſhe 
had bcen quite lame for' a long while: 
in this cafe the plates that bore againſt 
her knees on each ſide, were broader than 

ordi- 
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ordinary. and concave, lined with leather 
and ſtiffed very ſoft with wool. She is 
now able to walk without any ailiſtance, 
5 ” * | 


I the year 1735, I had a machine of 
this fort made for a gentleman's daughter, 
to receive the hip, in order to take the 
weight as much as poſſible off the knee, 
which was become extremely weak, pain- 
ful and uſeleſs, from an extenſion received 
many years before, and was now deemed 
an incurable caſe. She ſoon found relief 
by keeping the joint ſteady, and remov- 
ing the burden from that weak and pain- 
ful part, which gave Nature an opportu- 
nity to recover the ſtrength of it; ſhe 
wore it about two years, then laid it aſide 
for one leſs cumberſome, that did not go 
up to the hip; this ſhe alſo wore a few 
years, and has been able to walk very well 
without ever ſince, 


AFTER fractures of the leg, the ma- 
chine as ſhewn upon the limb may prove 
à great ſecurity, eſpecially when the patient 
will not be long enough confined, and ex- 
poſes himſelf to accidents, before the Ca/- 
lus be perfectly oſſified, by which the good 

L 4 direc- 


152 CASES and REMARKS, &e, 


direction the Surgeon leaves the limb in, 
is ſometimes altered to his diſcredit. 


TAE good effects we have ſeen from 
thus ſupporting weak and diſtorted limbs, 
in a variety of inſtances, ſnews the uſe. 
fulneſs of Mechanics in Surgery: as well 
as in other . 


Mr. Page, the watch-maker at Norwich, has a good 
head and a good hand; I have very often employed him 
upon theſe occaſions much to my ſatisfactlon. 


PLATB 
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PLATE XI. 


g. a. 4. The ſteel bows, made thin and 
very elaſtic, muſt ſtand clear of 
the edges of the Tibia, paſs a- 
bout 3. round the limb, and be 
fixed with ſtraps of leather hung 
unto pins. 


5. 5. 5. The longitudinal plate, to be made 
of tough ſtuff as the workmen 
term it, and as light as poſſible 
with ſufficient ſtrength. 


c. The ſhank to paſs into the ſocket, 
in that part of the machine 
which is to be fixed into the 
heel of the ſhoe or laced-boot, 
and confined there by a ſcrew at 
the bottom. 


d. The ſcrew to keep the ſhank in the 
ſocket. 


A ſin- 


A ſingular diſlocation of the Afra- 
Falls. 


November the zoth, 1749. 


\ TR. C. of V. falling with a ladder 
IVI when he was near the top, his leg 
and foot fixed in ſuch a manner between 
the ſtaves, that the Abephyſis Tibie catch- 
ing hold of the Aſtragalus, wrung it out 
of its place, turning it upſide down, and 
almoſt through the {kin at the inſtep; the 
Tibia then reſted upon the Os Calcis inſtead 
of the Aſtragalus, and the Fibula was 
thrown through the ſkin, | 


In this ſituation of the bones they 
formed a kind of an arch, which rendered 
all attempts to reduction in vain; for the 
greater the extenſion and preſſure made to 
that purpoſe, ſo much the more was the 
reſiſtance to reduction. 


I was joined in conſultation with two 
able Surgeons the next day, and all things 
con- 
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conſidered, we unanimouſly thought it 
adviſable to amputate the limb forthwith, 


Taz patient ſurvived the operation 
twenty ſeven days; but a profuſe hæ- 
morrhage happened from the ſtump on 
the eighteenth day, and I got to him but 
juſt time enough to prevent his bleeding 
to death. I believe he loſt his life, through 
his own obſtinacy and the imprudence of 
the nurſe, in departing abſolutely from our 
ſtrict injunctions. 


A mor- 
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A mortification in a man aged eighty 
one, where the Bark ſeemed to 
be of great ſervice, 


Auguſt the 24th, 1731, 


Was called to J. H. of M. and found 

a deep mortification about the breadth 
of a crown upon the ſide of his foot. 
Conſidering his age, his having been con- 
fined to his bed many years, and that he 
was a drinker of ſpirituous liquors to ex- 
ceſs, there could be but little expectation 
of curing him, yet it was neceſſary to 
prevent his becoming noiſome to himſelf, 
and every body about him whilſt he lived, 
which I confeſs I thought would be but a 
ſhort time, as I told the pariſh officers who 
ſent for me. 


I DIRECTED a gummous and ſpiri- 
tuous application and a warm cataplaſm 
to the foot twice a day; that he ſhould 
take a doſe of an electary of the Bark and 
Snake-root every three hours, waſhing it 
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down with a glaſs of anniſeed-water, which 
had long been his favorite liquor; and 
that his diet ſhould be of good nutriment, 
warm and ſpicy. 


- ArTtR regularly perſevering in this 
method about a month, there was a ſepa- 
ration of the dead parts from the living, 
at the junction of the Ofa cuneiform. & 
metatars. where J disjointed the foot, with- 
out any pain or loſs of blood, and the 
ſtump was perfectly healed in three months: 
after this, the poor creature - lived more 
than a year, with as good health as for 
many years before, drinking gin or anni- 
ſeed- water to the day of his death, ſaying 
he could not live without it, and that my 
| indulging him with it he was ſure ſaved 
his life. 


SoME years after, I disjointed a {Roar 
girl's foot at the ſame place, on account of 
a Sphacelus occaſioned by her laying abroad 


in a froſty night. She was greatly neglec- 


ted, yet Nature had made a ſeparation of 


the dead parts from the living almoſt quite 
round, and to the bones in ſome places, 
before ſhe was committed to my.care. The 

1 ſtump 
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ſtump healed without any extraordinary 
trouble, and ſhe walked much better than 
fhe could have done with an artificial leg. 
Bearing down the lower part of the foot 
ſtrongly, whilſt an aſſiſtant keeps the up- 
per part ſteady, after having cut the liga- 
ments on the top, very much facilitates 
the disjunction of the bones. 


A ſcirrhous 
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A ſcirrhous tumor upon the heel of 
a very threatening aſpect, ſucceſſ- 
fully extirpated. 


December the 29th, 1755. 


R: FJ. P. aged about twenty five; 
of a good conſtitution, ſnewed me 
this tumor, and told me, that he be- 
lieved it proceeded originally from an 
external injury received about twenty years 
ago. In four or five years it grew gra- 
dually to the ſize of a pigeon's egg, was 
moveable and exquiſitely painful, eſpecially 
in the night when warm in bed: he took 
the advice of a Surgeon about that time, 
who applied a cauſtic, which did not pene- 
trate far into it; the application of the 
cauſtic was repeated feveral times to no 
purpoſe. After this treatment the tumor 
increaſed faſter than it had done at any 
time before, and in a few years acquired 
the magnitude of a hen's egg; thus it re- 
mained many years, attended with ſuch 
an exquiſite ſenſibility, that he could ſcarce 
| bear 
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bear to touch it in the gentleſt manner, 
which was the ſtate of it when he applied 
to me. 

Tur tumor now extended from the 
point of the heel, and was attached in 
its whole extent to the Tendo Achillis. 
Under theſe circumſtances, there appear- 
ing, in conſultation, no probability of 
relieving the patient otherwiſe, I was en- 
couraged to undertake the extirpation of 
it, but firſt prognoſticated that it might 
ſhew itſelf of a very ill character after the 
operation; yet the patient having endured 
ſo much with it many years, and daily 
growing worſe, deſired to take this chance 
for a cure. In the operation I cut as cloſe 
to the bone as I could, without leaving it 
bare, and carefully diſſected the tumor 
om the tendon; the operation was ex- 
ceſſively painful, but the wound healed 
very kindly, and the patient was amply 
rewarded for his reſolution by a ſpeedy 
cure, and continuing well to this day. 
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A ſcrophulous Caries of the Os Hu- 


meri, &c. cured after being ill 
treated, and the limb condemned 
to be taken off. 


February the 2d, 1742. 


R. D. R. of M. put his daughter, 
aged about fifteen, under my care, 
after having been under that of two prac- 
titioners, who had the misfortune to want 
a regular education in Surgery, and to 
be quite ignorant of Anatomy. In open- 
ing a Sinus up the arm from the joint in 
an oblique direction, they totally divided 
one of the Extenſors of the wriſt, and 
wondered, as well as the patient's father, 
at ſeeing the hand inſtantly fall, when the 
inciſion was made at ſuch a diſtance: they 
had alſo injudiciouſly paſſed a ſeton under 
the tendon of the Biceps, which cauſed 
great pain every day by its irritation upon 

moving it; and they had introduced tents 
and hard doſſils into ſeveral Sinuſes, fre- 
quently 
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quently covering them with Eſcharotics, to 
conſume luxuriant fleſh that was perpetu- 
ally growing up. 


UNDER this treatment I found the 
limb exceedingly ſwelled, inflamed and 
painful, eſpecially round the joint, which 
was become quite ſtiff, and an extenſive 
Caries upon the Os Humeri, ſeeming to pe- 
netrate deep into its ſubſtance ; ſhe had a 
continual fever, - kept up by putrid matter 
paſling into her blood, and probably other 
acrimonious particles mixt with it, from 


the conſtant application of the Eſcharo- 


tics, which by keeping her in continual 
pain and breaking her reſt, added much to 
the fever. 


I TuREw out the tents, hard doſſils 
and ſeton forthwith, dreſſed ſuperficially 
with dry lint anda ſoft cooling cerate over it, 
treating the caſe in all reſpects in the eaſieſt 
and gentleſt manner: by this means it 
ſoon had a more favorable appearance, ſhe 
was immediately freed from the torment- 
ing pain ſhe had long indured, and found 
a ſenſible abatement of the fever, which 
went off gradually. 


M 2 Br 
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By this gentle kind of treatment, Na- 
ture not being interrupted in her work, 
caſt off thick exfoliations from the carious 
bones, and effected a cure in about ſix 
months after the condemnation of the limb: 
it is as uſeful as an Anchylofss at the elbow. 
joint, with an impoſſibility of raiſing her 
hand, will admit of; and ſhe is capable 
of almoſt every kind of family buſineſs. 


A tumor 
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A tumor of the lymphatic kind, of 
an enormous ſize, upon a woman's 
arm between fixty and ſeventy 
years of age, extending from above 
the elbow to the wriſt, which had 
been gradually increaſing more 
than fy years, and then turned 
cancerous. 


OME years ago, my Friend Mr. Coop- 
er whom I have already mentioned, 
ſnewed me this tumor, when it could ea- 


ſily be moved upon the muſcles; and the 


woman then had the free uſe and motion 
of her hand, fingers and elbow-joint. 


Tx tumor was little or no pain to 
her, but what aroſe from its weight, which 
ſhe ſupported with a ſling; the circumfe- 
rence of it then was near four feet, mea- 
ſuring from the elbow to the hand, and 
ſhe reſolved to carry it to the grave with 
her. About two years after, it beginning 
to have a cancerous aſpect, and there being 
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reaſon to fear it would become very offen- 
ſive to herſelf and every body about her, 
ſhe was adviſed in a conſultation of 'four 
Surgeons, to have her arm taken off; ſhe 
then abſolutely refuſed to ſubmit to the ope- 
ration: ſome months after, when ſhe had 
experienced what ſhe was told would in all 
probability be the conſequence of keeping 
her limb, ſhe was very deſirous of loſing 
it, but it was then too late; a fever and 
Diarrbæa ſeized her ſoon after, and releaſed 
her from her miſerable condition, 


This tumor appeared to us vaſcular and veſicular ; 
for we could not be ſenſible of a fluctuation, as in a 
uantity of a fluid collected together. The ſtench was 
10 offenſive immediately after her death, that Mr. Cooper 
durſt not examine into the nature of the tumor. In the 
German Ephem. we read of a tumor of this nature upon 
a woman's arm of a moſt prodigious ſize, 


A tumor 
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A tumor of the ganglion and fleato- 


matous Species mixt together. 


June the 4th, 1734. 


R. R. V. a very robuſt man, aged 
about forty, aſked my advice, con- 
cerning a large tumor without any exter- 
nal inflammation, extending from his 
wriſt to the middle of the back of his 
hand, which he told me was occaſioned 


by a violent ſtrain three or four years 


before, and that it was now become ex- 
tremely painful; his hand was intirely 


uſeleſs, hanging down and making a 


right angle with his arm, no proper 
care having been taken to ſupport it. 


UPron opening the tumor I found a 
fluid like the white of an egg, with a 
great many lumps of a ſuety ſubſtance 
ſuſpended in it, reſembling in color and 
form cloves of peeled garlic: I immedi- 
ately cut away as much as I could of 
the Cy, the reſt digeſted off, and by the 
common treatment the cure was eaſily 
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effected ſo far as to heal the ulcer; but it 
was a long while before the contractile 
power of the muſcles could be recovered 
to elevate the hand, and the motion of the 
fingers was reſtored with equal difficulty; 
the tendons by long diſuſe being grown 


very rigid, and the Synovia in their ſheaths 
inſpiſſated. 


Tur uſe of the machine deſcribed in 
PI. 12. to keep up his hand, and fo con- 
trived as to give an opportunity of moving 
the joints of the wriſt and fingers, contri- 
buted very much to regain their motion: 
he kept the parts about half an hour twice 
a day, in a warm decoction of ſheep's 
trotters to relax the rigid fibres, and atte- 
nuate the inſpiſſated Synovia. 


AFTERWARDS, when the wriſt and 
fingers could bear to be moved freely with- 
out giving pain, I ordered that cold water 
ſhould be pumped upon them every morn- 
ing, for a few minutes, by which the tone 
of the parts was perfectly reſtored, and 
the patient uſed his hand, in five or fix 
months, as well as he did before the acci- 
dent, 

Tl.e 
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The proper degree of heat for baths and fomenta- 
tions, is that which gives a pleaſing ſenſation of warmth 
to the parts, as it relaxes them and fuſes the ſluggiſh 
matter, putting it in a condition to be propelled by the 
action of the ſolids; but they will have quite con- 
trary effects, if their heat be intenſe and gives pain. 1 
have found a vapor-bath the molt efficacious jn relax- 
ing rigid fibres. 


PLATE 
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PLATE XII. 


This machine ſhould be made a little 
concave, of light tough wood, ſuch as 
beech, willow or alder: its dimenſions for 
a limb of a common ſize ſhould be about 
10 inches long and 34 broad: beſides the 
hooks ſhewn upon the ſides, it ſhould 
have one in the middle: it is to be con- 


fined to the limb with fillets tied upon ſtiff 


paper as deſcribed. 


This machine may alſo be found of ſig- 
nal ſervice in a luxation of the wriſt, or 
in a fracture near that joint, as well as in 
other caſes where it is neceſſary to have the 
hand ſupported. 


A wound 
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A wound of the tendons, 


Auguſt the 19th, 1736. 


P. of T. an healthy ſtrong man, in 
* the time of harveſt, having his ſickle 
ſtuck into the ſide- pocket of his breeches, 
according to the cuſtom of reapers when 
they bind up their ſheaves, and taking up 
a ſtone to throw in ſport at one of the 
gleaners, the fickle catched his arm, in its 
full ſwing and force, and totally divided 
the Flexors about two inches above the 
wriſt : the man being hot at his work, the 
wound bled profuſely, but one of the wo- 
men had reſolution enough to tie her gar- 
ter ſtrait about his arm, which effectually 
reſtrained the haemorrhage until I got to 
him. 


THe ends of the divided tendons were 
drawn far aſunder, but by bending the 
wriſt and forcing down the muſcles, I 
brought them into contact as much as I 
poſſibly could, keeping them ſo by ſtitch- 
ing and bandage: the wound healed kind- 


ly, 
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ly, and was quite cicatrized in a little more 
than a month; he recovered the perfect 
uſe of his arm, hand and fingers ſoon af- 


ter, but ſenſation was deſtroyed below the 
wound, and never after reſtored. 


Though I was not ſenſible of any inconvenience arif. 
ing from ſtitching in this wound, yet I am inclined to 
think, that it would be better, in general, omitted in 
tendinous or membranous parts. TI have been concerned 
in two caſes where the Tendo Achillis was totally divid- 
ed by cutting inſtruments; one of theſe wounds 1 
ſtitched, the other I did not; both were cured without 
ill accidents, but that which I did not ſtitch I thought 
healed more kindly than the other. I uſed Pet's ban- 
dage, deſcribed in his Treatiſe upon Diſeaſes of the bones, 
in both caſes; but there is a very ingenious and excel- 
lent contrivance for the ſame purpoſe by Proſeſſar 
Menro in the firſt volume of the Edinburgh Eſſays and 
Obſervations. | 

The notion of healing by the firſt intention, being 
now, I believe, pretty generally exploded, ſtitching of 
wounds will conſequently be leſs practiſed, though it 
may till be found uſeful, and neceſſaty in ſome 
caſes. 


A very 
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A very extraordinary Burn, 


ET the 15th, 1757. 


E. ſervant to Mr. K. of J. aroſe 
between two and three of the clock 
this morning, 1n a violent tempeſt of thun- 
der and lightening, and went into her 
maſter's room, where ſhe ſtruck fire, and 
whilſt ſhe was lighting a candle, having 
no covering but her cap, ſhift and one 
petty coat, a fiery Meteor, accompanied 
with a moſt tremendous clap of thunder, 
broke through the roof of the houſe, and 
deſcended to this room, which was upon 
the ground floor, fired her cap, hair, &c, 
threw her upon the floor, and burnt her 
from the crown of her head to the ſoles of 
her feet and fingers ends, in a moſt dread- 
Ful manner indeed : her maſter, in the 
utmoſt conſternation, jumped out of bed, 
firſt extinguiſhed the fire upon her cap, Gc, 
then running out abroad, ſaw the roof 
blazing in a narrow compaſs, raiſed a lad- 
derinſtantly, and poured water into the hole 
where he ſuppoſed the fire-ball paſſed, but 
to no purpoſe, the houſe being all in flames 
before any aſſiſtance could be procured. 
IN 


© 
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Ix this hurry and confuſion the wo- 
man was ſome time neglected, and when 
carried out of the houſe had neither 
ſenſe nor motion; ſoon after ſhe diſco- 
vered ſome ſigns of life, but remained 
many days without ſenſes or ſight, though 
her eyes were not burnt ſo much as the 
other parts. The burn grew every where 
exquiſitely ſenſible to the touch, and un- 
commonly painful; a moſt violent fever 
immediately enſued, attended, after a- 
bout a week's continuance, with as thick 
a thruſh as I ever ſaw: we almoſt de- 
ſpaired of her life, but at length ſhe re- 
covered, and has her ſenſes, ſight __ uſe 
of her limbs perfectly. 


TAE dreſſings were chiefly Ol. Lint 
and a Cerate prepared with that, Cera 
and Unguent. e Floribus Sambuci. Bleed- 
ing repeatedly was found neceſſary, and 
an exact obſervance of the Regimen ad- 
viſed in inflammatory fevers, with the 
frequent uſe of Opiates to aſſuage the in- 
tolerable pain and ſoreneſs of the parts, 
taking particular care to keep her body 
open. 

Some 
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some nm effects of a fever. 
ve che 26th, 1740. 


Was accidentally called in to ſee the 
ſon of J. P. of B. between thirteen 
and fourteen years of age, whom I found 
ſpinning at the wheel, totally deprived of 
hearing and ſight, but it was his deafneſs 
I was deſired to give my advice in, for 
the very globes of his eyes were ſunk in 
their orbits, and left his parents not the 
leaſt hopes of his ever ſeeing again, nor 
could I give them any more hopes of his 
ever hearing, after having examined his 
ears. 


Tux account they gave me of this poor 
unfortunate creature was, that about ſix 
months before, he was ſeized with a vio- 
lent fever, which ſoon deprived him of his 
: ſenſes, and that it was eight or nine weeks 


before they had any expectation of his ſur- 
viving it, but, being very poor, no medi- 

cal aſſiſtance was had for him; during this 
ell tume 
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time he totally loſt his hearing and ſight, 
the color of the hair of his head was 
changed from a dark browm to a white, 
and was as ſoft as an old perſon's of eigh- 
ty or ninety, excepting on the Vertex, 
where it retained its natural color about 
the breadth: of a crown; the hair of his 
eye-brows had ſuffered the ſame altera- 
tion: I alſo obſerved along the courſe of 
the coronal, ſagittal and lambdoidal ſu- 
tures, bony ridges half as thick as my 
finger. 7 


TE boy now appeared in good health 
and in a thriving condition, did not ſeem 
to want underſtanding, and could find his 
way alone to ſome houſes at a conſiderable 
diſtance, where he uſed to go formerly, 
and had gone ſince the loſs of his ſight, 
with his mother, 


. ABovurT ſeven years after, as I was tra- 
velling that way, my curioſity led me to 
Inquire after and ſee this perſon again: 
his mother ſed him to me, I obſerved the 
hair of his head remained white, lank 
and ſoft, and brown upon the crown of 

I | his 
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his head, as when I ſaw him before; his 
beard was now beginning to ſprout, which 

was of the natural brown color of his 
pair 3 his face looked ſtill rather boyiſh, 
but there was a very ſtrange mixture 
and appearance of youth and old age 
in it. 


N A caſe 
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A caſe of fragility, flexibility and 
diſſolution of the bones, which I 


drew up formerly at the requeſt 


of a friend, in order for him to 
tranſmit to Doctor Pringle, who 
deſired an account of it, to com- 
municate to the Royal Society. 


ART HAYES, of Stoke-Holy-Creſs 
near Norwich in Norfolk, was born 
January the 11th, 1718; had never been 
married, and always lived a regular, tem- 

| perate life: her father was unhealthy, but 
it is not known what diſeaſe he was ſub- 
ject to; her mother was healthy: ſhe her- 
ſelf was always looked upon as a ſtrong 
healthy girl, until about fifteen years of 
age, then fell into the green- ſickneſs, and 
took various medicines to no purpoſe: ſhe 
had no other complaints until October 1748, 
when ſhe was ſeized with pain univerſally, 
attended with feveriſth ſymptoms; ſhe con- 
tinued thus ſome weeks, after which the 
pain was chiefly confined to her legs and 
I thighs, 
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thighs, but not increaſed by external ne 
ſure. 


Sus broke hy leg in June 1749, as ſhe 
was walking from the bed to her chair, 
without falling down, and heard the 
bones ſnap. The fracture was properly 
treated ug one of the ableſt Surgeons, and 
due regard had to her indiſpoſition; but 
Inſtead of a Callus generating, the bones 
grew flexible from the knee to the ancle, 
in a few months: thoſe of the other leg 

and thigh were viſibly affected ſoon after, 
in the like manner; both legs and thighs 
then became œdematous and ſubject to ex- 
coriate, diſcharging a thin yellow chor: 
about this time I firſt ſaw her with the Sur- 
geon who had the care of her. 


Tur winter after breaking her leg ſhe 
had ſymptoms of the ſcurvy, and bled 
much at the gums. 


Many eminent Phyſicians preſcribed 
for her, but without any effect, unleſs the 
regularity of her menſtruation for the laſt 
eighteen months be aſcribed to chalybeate 
medicines, which were part of their pre- 

N2 ſcriptions; 
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ſeriptibns; though the ſame kind of me- 
dicines were formerly preſcribed, and long 
continued, without having that effect, 
even when ſhe was in a condition to take 
| exerciſe. 


Azovr a year before her death ſhe 
was removed to the pariſh ſhe belonged 
to, where J had an opportunity of viſiting 
her often, and obſerving the progreſs of 
her diſeafe, She told me, ſhe had found 
but little alteration of her complaints in 
general for ſome time paſt, and thought 
her appetite and digeſtion rather mended: 
ſhe breathed with difficulty, and her 70. 
7ax appeared ſo much ſtraitened, as ne- 
ceſſarily impeded the expanſion of the 
Lungs: her ſpine was much diſtorted; 
any motion of the Vertebræ of the loins 
excited extreme pain, and her legs and 
thighs being quite uſeleſs, ſhe was confined 
to her bed in a ſitting poſture; the bones 
ſhe reſted upon, having loſt their ſolidity, 
were much ſpread, and the ends of her 
fingers and thumbs, by frequent efforts to 
raiſe herſelf, were become very broad, with 
a curvature of their Phalanges : ſhe now 
meaſured but four feet, though before this 

N diſ- 
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diſtaſe ſhe was five foot and a half high, 
and well el. 


Fo this time T obſerved the flexibi- 
of her bones became gradually more 
general, the difficulty of breathing in- 
creaſed, with a waſting of her fleſh: for 
the laſt four months of her life ſhe had 
a total ſuppreſſion of the menſtrual diſ- 
charge, and a great tendency in her legs 
to mortify, which had long been anaſar- 
ous and excoriated almoſt all over: ſhe 
retained her ſenſes perfectly to the laſt 


moment, and died without any fign of 
extraordinary pain. 


lity 


Two days after her death, which hap- 
pened on February the 6th, 1753, her 
limbs being firſt well ſtretched out, ſhe was 
meaſured and found wanting of her natural 
ſtature two feet and two inches. I open- 
ed the Abdomen and Thorax, removing the 
Sternum intirely, with ſome portion of the 
ribs, in order to gain at once a full view 
of thoſe cavities, and to obſerve how the 
Viſcera contained in them had obſtructed 
each other, in their reſpective functions, 
as well as to inſpect the ſtate of them : 

the 
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the Heart and Lungs were ſound, but 
flaccid and much confined in their mo- 
tion, to which the enormous ſize of the 
Liver contributed in ſome meaſure, ex- 
tending quite acroſs the Abdomen, and 
bearing hard againſt the Diaphragm by 
its increaſed gibboſity: the Lungs did not 
adhere to the Pleura, nor was the Liver 
ſcirrhous, it was faulty only in its bulk , 
the Meſentery was ſound, except one 
large ſcirrhous gland in it: the Spleen 
was extremely ſmall: nothing elſe was 
found obſervable in theſe cavities. 


"- ALL her bones, except the teeth, were 
more or leſs affected, and ſcarce any would 
reſiſt the knife; thoſe of the Head, Tho- 
rax, Spine and Pelvis were nearly of the 
ſame degree of ſoftneſs: thoſe of the low- 
er extremities were much more diſſolved 
than thoſe of the upper or of any other 
part ; they were changed into a kind of 
parenchymous ſubſtance like ſoft dark- 
colored Liver, without the leaſt offenſive 
ſmell. I cut through their whole length 
without turning the edge of the knife, and 
found leſs reſiſtance than firm muſcular 
fleſh would have made, meeting only here 
and 


in SURGERY, 183 


and there with bony Laminæ thin as an 
egg-ſhell. 


Tross bones were moſt diſſolved which 
in their natural ſtate were moſt compact, 
and contained moſt marrow in their ca- 
vities; this circumſtance may appear the 
more worthy of obſervation, as it held 
throughout, and looks as if the wonder- 
ful change they had undergone, was oc- 
caſioned by the marrow having acquired 
a diſſolving quality; for it was evident, 
that the diſſolution began internally, by 
the bony Laminæ remaining here and there 
on the outſide and no where elſe, and the 
pain in the beginning of the diſeaſe not 
being increaſed by external preſſure, 


THE Perigſteum was rather thicker than 
ordinary, the Cartilages thinner, but no 
where in a ſtate of diſſolution like the 


bones, 


I INTENDED to have opened the 
Scull and examined the Brain, had I becn 
allowed time enough, but there was no 
reaſon, from any complaints, to ſuſpect a 
a defect in that part. 


AN 
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AN eminent Phyſician and Surgeon 
were preſent at this examination of the 


body. Some time after, I ſhewed ſpecimens 
of the diſſolved bones to Dr. Pringle in 
London, and then ſent them to Dr. Hunter, 
who has occaſionally exhibited hem in his 
anatomical Lectures. 3 


uly 1753 J ſaw a ſimilar cafe to this 3 in a womag, 
12 þ 1753.1 in the work houſe at Norwich, under 
the care of Mr. Sui, an ingenious man, and a very 
able Surgeon: he obtained an order from the Court of 
Guardians to detain the body after death for our in- 
qpection, but as ſoon as the woman was dead. what 
was intended to be done ſpreading abroad, a mob roſe 
and peremptorily demanded the body to inter it, and 
the maſter of the houſe delivered it, fearing bad con- 
ſequences might enfue upon his refuſal; thus we were 
diſappointed in our intended enquiry. 

In this woman's caſe the Ribs, being grown very ſoft, 
fell, with the Sternum, flat upon the and ob- 
ſtructed reſpiration to ſuch a degree, that when I ( 
her ſhe. lay panting for life: the contrary happened in 
the caſe I have been giving a narrative of: there the 

Ribs and Stermm turned outwards, by which circum- 
ſtance reſpiration was not ſo much obſtructed, though 
the capacity of the Thorax was greatly ſhortened, and 
the Lungs bad not room to expand freely, = 


